
                   
  

                            
   
                                      

                      

The Charleston Rotary Club hosted our first ever “Zoom” meeting on April 21, 2020. We 

were pleased to welcome Rick Hunt and Mike Staton of Coldwell Banker Real Estate as 

our guest speakers. Mike shared some of the challenges of selling real estate in light of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the restrictions, only four people are allowed to attend 

a house showing (including the listing agent). It is also recommended that sellers open 

closet doors and cabinets so prospective buyers can inspect without touching door 

knobs and handles. Mike also noted that prior to showing a house, a buyer must provide 

proof that they have secured financing. This has always been a requirement, but in an 

effort to reduce exposure to COVID-19, showings are strictly limited to serious buyers. It 

was also noted that open houses are no longer taking place as they represent too great 

of an exposure risk.  
 

With regard to financing, Mike shared that both Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac require 

proof of employment before underwritting a loan. That has proven a challenge for those 

recently laid-off but with every liklihood of returning to work once the shelter in place 

order has been lifted. The requirement represents a well-intended effort to verify stable 

employment but the present situation has caused unintended frustration for otherwise 

gainfully employed and credit worthy buyers.  It was also noted that electronic signatures 

are being used more frequently as part of loan signings to cut down on face-to-face 

interactions. Mike did say that clients are still meeting directly with agents at his firm, but 

that social distancing is being observed in every way possible.  
 

Mike noted that both Mattoon and Charleston have historically enjoyed stable housing 

markets. He is waiting to see what impact COVID-19 has had overall given that the 

shelter order has only been in place since March 23. However, he has seen strong 

evidence of a sellers market locally. He shared that it is not uncommon for multiple offers 

to be received on a home and that properties in move-in-ready condition are selling 

quickly regardless of price. He noted that in most cases a home that is under contract 

was only on the market for 20 days before it sold. Mike attributed the sellers market to 

an overall lack of units currently for sale. This has caused many more buyers competing 

for move-in-ready houses in both Mattoon and Charleston. He also noted that 
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refinancing rates have made it more attractive to remain in your present home and not 

trade-up, thus removing the incentive to sell. 
 

Rick said above all, make sure your house is perfect on the first day you list it! If it is, it 

will likely sell in a matter of days for a competitive price. Anything lacking, including 

something as simple as carpet replacement, will be deducted (and then some) by a 

prospective buyer who won’t want the hastle of replacing.  
 

It was a great presentation and very timely!  Much apprecation to Rick and Mike! 
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            Home Care Peace Meals Delivery: Mike Watts 
Zoom Host: Rich Wandling 

  
Members Attending: Doug Abolt, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Tom Corum, Mary Droste, Jay 
Gatrell, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Jonathan 
McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Deborah Muller, Zach Newell, Keith Perry, Alice Shonk, Tim Silence, 
Danielle Swango, Kyle Thompson, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Erin Walters, Rich Wandling, Bill 
Warmoth and Mike Watts.  

 
 Guests: Mike Staton; Greg Staton (Mattoon Rotary Club).    

Rotary Zones 30 & 31 Update 

RI President, Mark Maloney, hosted a Zoom conference for Rotary Zones 30 & 31. Bill Warmoth attended 

and provided the following report.  

 
Mark noted that his own club in Decatur, Alabama, didn’t immediately jump into Zoom meetings. It took them about three weeks 
to get going. Mark commented that the use of remote conferencing for club meetings and other Rotary activities, “may be the 
silver lining in the dark cloud of the coronavirus.” He meant that it may open new opportunities for Rotarians to be connected and 
perhaps attract new members who find that to be convenient. 
  
He said that a “virtual convention” is being planned for June 2020 in lieu of the canceled Honolulu convention. Details have not yet 
been worked out, but watch for announcements in the future. RI is planning an internet telethon for the Disaster Relief Fund on 
May 2. Watch for more details on that event, too. 
  
Planning is ongoing for Taipei Convention in June 2021. In recent years there has been a special registration discount promotion 
during the annual convention for registrants for the next year’s convention. Mark thought a similar discount promotion for the 
Taipei Convention registration would be worked into the virtual convention this June. 
  
Finally, our zone director, Floyd Lancia, who moderated this afternoon’s meeting, said that a recording of the Zoom meeting would 
be posted on the Zones 30-31 website (www.rizones30-31.org). 

 



                           

 

Charleston Club Zoom Meeting – April 28, 2020 at 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

– Rich Wandling, Zoom Coordinator, will send log-in details shortly. Our 

featured speaker will be Rotary Youth Inbound, Junior, who will talk 

about his native country, Brazil, and his time in America. As mentioned in 

last week’s newsletter, Junior is doing well and currently staying with the 

Newell’s while he “remotes” to class.  

 

 

 
      We had a great turn-out for last week’s Zoom meeting! Hope you can attend on April 28th! 

 
    
                                                                  

                    

                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


