
                   
  

                            
   
                                      

                      

The Charleston Rotary Club hosted a “Zoom” meeting on April 28, 2020. We were 

pleased to welcome our Rotary Youth Exchange-Inbound, Junior, as our guest speaker. 

Junior is completing his senior year at Charleston High School. He returns to his native 

country, Brazil, on June 25. He initially stayed with the Wandling’s and now resides with 

the Newell’s. 

 

Junior shared that Brazil is the 5th largest country in the world (in terms of land mass)  

and has a population of 210 million. Portugese is the native language and Brazil is home 

to the worlds biggest waterfall, swamp and forest and the longest river! Junior is a 

resident of the State of Rio Grande Do Sul which is located in the far southern region of 

Brazil (bordering Uruguay and Argentina - and very close to Paraguay). The culture in 

Rio Grande Do Sul includes cowboys, eating lots of red meat, routinely carrying knives, 

and is the only part of Brazil that regularly sees snow.  

 

Among the hardest adjustments to living in America was the transition to a US High 

School environment, followed closely by the challenges of COVID-19 and remote 

learning. Junior noted that upon his return to Brazil he will have to quarantine for 14 

days. He will then join the military for his compulsory service since Brazil requires all 18 

year olds to serve one year in the armed forces. Junior hopes to complete his mandatory 

service and then begin flight school so he can become a pilot. Luckily, the diploma Junior 

receives while attending Charleston HS will transfer to Brazil so he will officially be a high 

school graduate upon his return! 

 

Junior shared that he speaks both Spanish and English. He also noted that beef, most 

especially a steak ribeye cap, is a favorite meal in Brazil and that red meat is a big part 

of the diet. He also noted that his favorite classes at CHS were astronomy and history. 

Junior acknowledged that he used to be very shy, but that the exchange experience 

helped him become more outgoing.  

 

We wish Junior the very best! We’ve all enjoyed getting to visit with him and know he will 

do great things with the life ahead of him! Safe travels, Junior! 
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Charleston Club Zoom Meeting – May 5, 2020 at 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm – 

Rich Wandling, Zoom Coordinator, will send log-in details. The program 

will be announced shortly!   

 
We had a great turn-out for last week’s Zoom meeting! Hope you can 

attend on May 5th! 

 

                                                                
                    

                                                           

 

 

 

 

Charleston Rotary Zoom Club Meeting 

April 28, 2020 

 

            Home Care Peace Meals Delivery: Rich Wandling and Tom Corum 
Zoom Host: Rich Wandling 

  
Members Attending: Doug Abolt, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Tom Corum, Trevor Doughty, Mary 
Droste, Charles Eberly, Jay Gatrell, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim 
Littleford, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Deborah Muller, Zach Newell, Alice Shonk, Tim Silence, 
Danielle Swango, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth and Mike Watts.  

 
 Guest: Junior (RYE – Inbound).    

Rotary Zoom Meeting with RI Past President Barry Rassin 

 
There were about 148 participants at the April 28th Zoom meeting hosted by RI Past President Barry Rassin.  DG Julie 
Dobski, DGE Mike Step, and DGN Heather Stoa were there, as was PDG Arlen Pennie. 
  
Rassin noted that the RI board has determined that board and committee meetings will be conducted online for the 
rest of the calendar year. That tells you something about expectations for conditions for meetings and transportation 
in the months ahead. He also said that polio vaccine teams are already being trained for future service administering 
COVID-19 vaccine, when that becomes available. 
  
Bill Warmoth 
Secretary 

 



 

 
 

Charleston Rotarians participate in the April 28, 2020 Zoom meeting. Thanks to Rich Wandling for using his 

Zoom account to host! 

 

Adopt A Senior/Charleston High School 

The Charleston Rotary Club board has authorized “adopting” the senior CHS Interact 

members as part of the Adopt A Senior program to provide support for graduating seniors in 
lieu of an actual graduation program or until one can be held.  Here’s the Facebook post and 

link: 

“Let’s all shower our 2020 Seniors-with some extra love. Adopt a senior or 2 or 5! Send a 
letter card, gift card snack or anything to warm their hearts as remind them we’re all rooting 

for them. It’s a sad time with proms and graduations being cancelled and postponed. Let’s 
spread some love.” 

                         https://www.facebook.com/groups/2691318327646553/ 
 

 

CHS Adopt a 2020 Senior! 
❤️Let’s all shower our 2020 Seniors-with some extra love.Adopt a senior or 2 or 5! Send a 

letter card,gift card snack or anything to warm their hearts as remind them we’re all rooting 

for them. It’s... 

www.facebook.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2691318327646553/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2691318327646553/
http://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2691318327646553/


If you want to participate, here are the students the club is adopting: 

Rachel Thomas, 2234 Lakewood Place; Shayla Thomas, 1321 W Polk; Adam Gotschall, 2120 

Rosewood Ct; Caleb Hurst, 3014 Oakwood Dr.  All are Charleston addresses. 

Members might also search the Facebook page for CHS seniors who are not yet adopted to 
offer them support. 

  

Charleston Rotarians - Helping Those In Need During the 

Covid-19 Pandemic 
 

Below and attached is a list of community agencies that the Charleston Rotary Club Covid-19 Community 

Response Committee and board ask that you consider providing financial assistance to during this time of 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  This is Phase One.  

 

Rather than create any new club programs, the committee's attitude is that the most expedient way for 

Rotarians to help our community is to: (1) help organizations which are already providing substantial 

services, and are being challenged to meet rising needs brought about by the pandemic, (2) focus on the 

agencies and constituents that our club has a history of supporting, and (3) that the support be individual 

monetary donations made by members directly to these agencies, and at the level, of each club member's 

choice.  The board supports this approach.  Please look over this list and give where you can as you see 

fit.  I'm pleased to report that Cal and Betty Campbell, even though still stuck in Florida, have already 

donated to the Food 4 Kids program! 

 

Phase Two will be posting on the club's website and Facebook page ways Charleston Rotarians can donate 

goods and services, and to provide needs updates from the organizations targeted.  (It looks like one 

service will be to honor the CHS Top Ten recipients with a Charleston Rotary drive-by parade.)  And Phase 

Three is to look strategically at how this pandemic will require "new-normal" ways to be a Rotarian and to 

continue to serve the Charleston community.    

 

The committee encourages your ideas, questions, and feedback.  Please feel free to contact me or any of 

the committee members listed below.  Thanks for your service, 

 

Mike Watts, Committee Chair (ianmichael@consolidated.net, 217-549-5333) 

Committee Members:  Granville Colvin, Melanie Mills, Zach Newell, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling 

********** 

 

Helping Those In Need During the Covid-19 Pandemic 4/27/20 

Charleston Rotary Club 

The Charleston Rotary Club Covid-19 Community Response Committee was created to identify and help 

direct how the club and its members can provide service and support to those in need while we are 



sequestered, and to look ahead for ways and means to provide support as we reshape our club and 

community in the new-normal of a post-sequestered world. 

The committee recommends that Charleston Rotarians support the organizations the club already partners 

with which are providing substantial support to those in need due to Covid-19 sequestering:  

CCAR, HOPE, SACIS, Charleston schools via the Food $ Kids program, EIU students via the Newman 

Center’s Food Pantry, plus the Charleston Food Pantry which is providing support to most of these 

organizations and to others. 

 

MONETARY DONATIONS 

The most immediate and efficient way to support these organizations is by making monetary donations to 

them.  Their needs and how to donate are given below. 

CCAR 

CCAR has shifted all staff efforts to provide care for two programs — the 24/7 homes and the Intermittent 

CILA program which consist of individuals that live on their own or with family in the community — and 

maintaining their facilities and meeting their contractual obligations for their manufacturing plant.  Says 

Danielle Swango: “I cannot provide my staff with enough thanks or compensation for the sacrifices they 

have made working in our homes these past weeks.  These staff who work without proper PPE to ensure 

our folks are cared for are unsung heroes. 

To Donate: 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=co_43USCydLun-u125J3sceq00GonL49Yz9yZcJhXmeKFtbkN7n-

ICP3pZs9pNkt5MITz0&country.x=US&locale.x=US 

Checks should be made out to CCAR Industries and mailed to: 

CCAR, 1530 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston IL  61920; 

Danielle Swango at dswango@ccarindustries.org or (217) 348-127 ext 415 or  

Chastity Parker at cparker@ccarindustries.org or (217) 348-0127 ext 607. 

SACIS 

Says Erin Walters, “SACIS’ fundraising efforts have been postponed indefinitely, which increases our 

burden to meet our required match for our state and federal funding during this final quarter of the fiscal 

year. April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and is traditionally the one month out of the year that we 

plan a number of events, all of which we rely on to support our agency match.” And “Electronics and 

related equipment is needed to provide confidential counseling, advocacy and case management services 

to clients virtually.  This includes cell phones (and activation), headsets, laptops and tablets. These 

expenses were necessary to ensure continuity of care for our current clients, and has allowed us to 

connect with new clients who have sought services since the implementation of the stay at home order. 

We have definitely seen an increase in requests for services as a result of the stay at home order, and that 

is likely related to unhealthy home environment and lack of support.  

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800431140&_ctid=1587858&redirect=https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=co_43USCydLun-u125J3sceq00GonL49Yz9yZcJhXmeKFtbkN7n-ICP3pZs9pNkt5MITz0&country.x=US&locale.x=US
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800431140&_ctid=1587858&redirect=https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=co_43USCydLun-u125J3sceq00GonL49Yz9yZcJhXmeKFtbkN7n-ICP3pZs9pNkt5MITz0&country.x=US&locale.x=US
mailto:dswango@ccarindustries.org
mailto:cparker@ccarindustries.org


To Donate: 

https://www.firstgiving.com/Npo/390527/Donation?designId=99008 

Or contact the SACIS office by calling (217) 348-5033 or emailing sacis@sacis.org to make arrangements 

to submit your donation. 

HOPE of Central Illinois 

Like SACIS, HOPE has seen an increase in need as vulnerable individuals and their family members have 

been “locked-down” in abusive households since Governor Pritzker’s executive order on April 1st.  SACIS 

has been working hand-in-hand with HOPE as situations dictate.  And the loss of food provided by our 

Rotary Club, the Brickhouse, and other sources have also increased HOPE’s financial burden as a result of 

the pandemic. 

To Donate: 

https://hope-eci.org/donate-financially/ 

Make checks out to “HOPE” and mail to: 

HOPE of East Central Illinois, PO Box 732, Charleston IL 61920; (217) 348-5931 

Food 4 Kids, Charleston Joint PTA 

 

49.6% of students enrolled in Charleston Schools qualify for the free or reduced lunch program.  The 

School District continues to serve these students through a sack-lunch pickup program 3 days a week.  But 

the CHS food pantry and other schools’ weekend “backpack” food programs have been discontinued 

while the school buildings are closed.  To provide food for students over the weekend the Charleston Joint 

PTA has been operating the Food 4 Kids program, a food pickup program held each Friday.  This program 

continues through May and provides food for 190 students weekly.    (A summer food program for 

children, operated as joint program by the Salvation Army, EIU and the City Recreation Department is to 

start June 1st; more info is pending.) 

To Donate: 

Make checks out to: Charleston Joint PTA with Food 4 Kids in the memo line, and mail to: Charleston Joint 

PTA, Charleston School District, 410 W Polk, Charleston, IL 61920; Kelly Easton, (217) 273-5415. 

EIU Student Food Pantry 

Some EIU students are also food-insecure.  The Newman Center’s EIU Food Pantry usually serves about 45 

EIU international students and 2-3 U.S. students per week. As of April 27th the Newman Center will also be 

preparing food boxes for 5 Lakeland Community College international students.  

To Donate: Make checks payable to Newman Center with Food Pantry in the memo line, and mail to: 

Newman Center, 500 Roosevelt Ave, Charleston, IL 61920. (217) 348-0188. 

Charleston Food Pantry 

The demand for food and supplies like toilet paper and diapers has greatly increased as people have lost 

their jobs, and it has become more difficult and costly for the Food Pantry to stock its shelves as some 

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800431140&_ctid=1587858&redirect=https://www.firstgiving.com/Npo/390527/Donation?designId=99008
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800431140&_ctid=1587858&redirect=https://hope-eci.org/donate-financially/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/Click/?_uid=800431140&_ctid=1587858&redirect=https://www.google.com/search?q=newman+center+charleston+il&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS723US724&oq=newm&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j69i59j69i60l2.4722j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


traditional suppliers have slowed deliveries, requiring more purchases at local grocery stores.  Before the 

pandemic 39% of Coles County’s population was identified as at risk for food insecurity. 

To Donate: 

https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/NTc5Nzc=/selection 

Make checks payable to the Charleston Food Pantry and mail to:  Charleston Food Pantry, P.O. Box 411, 

Charleston, IL 61920; (217) 348-3030.  

More information about these and other deserving community service groups can be found at the 

Community Organization Resource Directory online at: https://www.sarahbush.org/cord/ 

 

DONATIONS OF GOOD & SERVICES 

If Rotary members want to donate goods or volunteer time in addition to or instead of monetary 

donations, please go the Charleston Rotary Club Facebook page for postings of current needs of these 

organizations (https://www.facebook.com/charlestonrotary/), or contact Mike Watts 

(ianmichael@consolidated.net, 217-549-5333).  Information will also be included in weekly emails sent to 

club members.  

Some other organizations that club members have suggested for support are: the Coles County DIY Mask 

Group (contact Melanie Mills, mbmills@eiu.edu), the State of Illinois’ new drive-up WiFi map tool 

(see: www.ildceo.net/wifi), and if you are able, to donate blood (Red Cross, https://www.redcross.org/give-

blood.html or Community Blood Services, phone 217-367-2202). 
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