
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 27 March 2018


Tom Vance - Five Mile House Update 

Club member Tom Vance gave an update on activities at the historic Five Mile House, with a 
focus on the current efforts to raise funds to restore/reconfigure the 1880 Miller barn into an 
activities center with a blacksmith’s forge.  The Miller barn, along with a c.1900s German Amish 
school house, have been added to the site since Tom’s last update.  The Commodore Perry 
Miller barn is a fairly unique three portal, transverse crib, livestock barn with scissor trusses.  
The barn is made of hand-hewn timbers and square-cut nails.  Livestock was housed in the 
barn, with corn stored in the ground floor grain bin and hay in the loft above.  The more recent 
additions to the barn will be removed, and the barn reconfigured to create more interior floor 
space to accommodate a variety of planned activities, including period woodworking and other 
historic crafts and trades, presentations and meetings, and an exhibit of interpretive panels 
focused on period dairy farming.  The blacksmith shop will replicate services that may have 
been provided on site to area residents, and travelers passing by on their way to the gold fields 
and other points west.  The total cost of the project is $175,000, and the Five Mile House 
Foundation is trying to raise $40,000 by April 30th to qualify for a $25,000 matching grant from 
the Charleston Area Charitable Foundation.  In 2017 $60,000 was raised, and if the challenge 
grant goals are met an additional $50,000 will be needed to complete the project.


The Five Mile House Foundation was created in 1999 to acquire the house in order to save one 
of the oldest remaining structures in Coles County, and late Club member Dan Thornburgh 
played a leadership role.  The house was built in the 1840s near the junction of three well-
travelled roads, situated five miles from the Charleston Courthouse Square.  Although no 
absolute documentation has been found to verify it, those who have researched the site are 
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fairly certain that Abraham Lincoln visited the site while riding the Eight Judicial Circuit and 
while in the area to see his father and step-mother, and friends, including Sam Sargent.  Over 
its history the home has had many owners and seen many changes.  More information about 
the Five Mile House is available online at: https://www.fivemilehouse.org/.

 


Rotary Moment - Haiti Reforestation  
Club President Rich Wandling followed up on last week’s moment about RI’s focus on trees by 
pointing out information on the Haiti Reforestation Partnership.  This project is internationally 
recognized for sustainable reforestation, with the planting of over 14 million trees in the last 25 
years.  This has had a positive impact on water runoff, and soil retention and fertility.  The 
Chattanooga Breakfast Rotary Club has been working with the Partnership for about five years, 
with the 40 member club donating $500 to sponsor the purchase and planting of 40 trees.  This 
Tennessee club is inviting others to join in the effort.  For more information, look for the article 
under “Rotary Showcase” on the My Rotary website: https://map.rotary.org/en/project/pages/
project_detail.aspx?guid=97f2647a-4a4b-42eb-87c4-adfcf9acab82. 


Shares & Cares 

Granville Colvin shared thanks for Mike Watts heading up Pancake Day 2018.  Foster Rinefort 
shared that he and Jeanne were glad to be back from South Padre Island, and invited everyone 
to attend his son’s lecture at EIU on March 28th as an Executive in Residence.


Fines 
Mary Droste ended her month as Fine Master by fining Tom Vance for being in a Champaign 
News-Gazette article about the Amish Heritage Center, Jim Littleford for daughter Shay being 
named the number two girl’s basketball scorer in the area, and herself for a Facebook post 
about her granddaughter being named all-conference in gymnastics and in education.


Announcements 
Wandling circulated the Duty Roster for April, especially for My Rotary Moments.  He also 
stated that the Club’s revised scholarship information and form has been brought to the 
attention of EIU’s officer for transfer students, and will soon be posted on the Club’s  Facebook 
page.  The scholarship is now for one year, and is open to Charleston High School students 
attending Eastern Illinois University as an incoming freshman or as a transfer student from Lake 
Land College.  Rich also commended the success of the recent Comedy Night fundraiser to 
support the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Foundation Heartscan Project serving area high school 
sophomores.  Mike Watts thanked all of the Club members who assisted with the Pancake Day 
2018 fundraiser to support the purchase of laptop computers for Charleston High School.  He 
introduced Melanie Mills, who announced that the Excellence in Education Foundation granted 
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$2,000 in support of the project, completing the EEF’s three-year commitment to help support 
the Club’s effort so enhance technology for Charleston schools.  Mike said more than 300 
people attended Pancake Day in spite of the weather, and will announce the amount of money 
raised as soon as all of the outstanding ticket money is received and bills are paid.  He also 
asked that any outstanding Comedy Night ticket money be turned in to him too.


Soap & Shampoo: Jeanne Rinefort

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Tim Silence (again!); pot - $488?

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Amanda Beals; Rafflemeister - Alice Shonk; Invocation - 
Mary Droste; Song Leader - Todd Vilardo; Soup Stop - Ashley Temple;  Home Care Meals - 
Rick Hunt; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Terry Davis.


UPCOMING  
April 3 - RYE Inbound Amanda Aedo

April 10 - Class E Students
April 17 - Ted O/Lake Land College International Studies
April 24 - CHS drill team
May 1 - CHS Top Ten Luncheon
May 15 - Jefferson School Leadership Awards 

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Amanda Beals, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Trevor Doughty, Mary Droste, George 
Edwards, Tim Gover, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Jim Littleford, 
Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Hal Nordin, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Tim Silence, 
Ashely Temple, Jacob Thomas, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts.  
Makups: Tim Over (PDG meeting).  Visitor:  Winfred Caskey. 

Missed:  Doug Abolt, Jerrald Bennet, Doug Bock, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, 
Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Mary Herrington-Perry, Ken 
Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Bill Lair, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Lyla McGuire, 
Jonathan McKenzie, Deb Muller, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Eli 
Sidwell, Jake Smallhorn, Bob Wiseman. 


