
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 11 April 2018


ClassE 2018 - Marvin Abernathy & Reed Littleford 

2017-18 ClassE members Marvin Abernathy and Reed Littleford gave an overview of the 
ClassE program and talked about their projects and experiences.  ClassE is an entrepreneurial 
development class that aims to educate Coles County high school juniors and seniors about 
the opportunities and challenges of starting and running a new business venture. For this 
experiential learning dual-credit class (Charleston High School and Lake Land College), the 
students are selected through an application process, and learn about what it is like to be an 
entrepreneur and start their own business. They can tour and interact with more than 82 Coles 
County businesses, and create a group business with fellow classmates to develop leadership 
and professional skills that are important for success.  The program is designed to create an 
intergenerational business success network that encourages students to remember their roots, 
resulting in potential businesses and job creation to secure the future health and economic 
vitality of Coles County.  ClassE teacher Jeanne Dau said that the program is sponsored by 
businesses in the community that pledge $1,000 a year for three years.  For the first time since 
the ClassE program started, this year’s class will become a program “investor” due to the 
higher than usual profit from this class’ very successful group fundraisers.


Marvin and Reed said that the class raised $7,000 through a golf outing and a Christmas 
dance.  Primarily, this funding provides the start-up money for the individual students’ business 
projects.  Each student must apply for a specific amount of start up funding, and applications 
are judged and funding awarded through a “Shark Tank” type presentation/evaluation.  Each 
student is responsible for developing a business plan, marketing, and sales management in 
making their ventures profitable, assisted by a mentor from the business community.  (Club 
member Craig Cunningham is a ClassE mentor.).  Reed’s business is to buy at retail cost sports 
shoes and apparel he thinks will become collectable, and then resell those items for a profit.  
Most of his buying and selling is done online, and he reinvested some of his initial profit on a 
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bot that helps him to more efficiently place order bids online at the last moment.  Reed said his 
business has produced a good profit (thanks in part to pro bono pick ups and deliveries by 
proud father and Club member Jim Littleford), could become a full-time business, and is 
probably something he will continue as a college student.  Marvin’s business is Marbelous 
Luminaries, selling Mason glass jars he covers with glass marbles and lights with battery-
powered tea candles.  He sells the luminaries at various sites and via Facebook (see: https://
www.facebook.com/marbelousluminaries/).  Marvin said his business has also been quite 
successful, thanks in part to his low cost in materials.  The most important thing they’ve 
learned, Marvin and Reed agree, is that to be successful you have to “take risks.”  More 
information about ClassE is online at: http://www.keepitclasse.org/index.cfm.  


 

            Rotary Moment - Terry Davis  
Terry encouraged all Club members to support the Rotary Youth 
Exchange program and consider serving as a host family.  As a former 
host “father” he is still in contact with his RYE “daughters” from South 
America and Turkey — they are now married and mothers!  Terry said 
that serving as a host family “can be a wonderful experience,” and 
“can add a lot to your life.”


                     Shares & Cares 

Terry Davis shared that the Andrew Gobczynski Big Heart Foundation in Effingham is having a 
major fundraiser on April 21st.  The foundation conducts the same kind of heart scans that the 
Rotary Comedy Night program supports.  For more information see online at: https://
andrewbigheart.com/.  Granville Colvin announced that his wife, baby and 2 year old daughter 
have been on vacation — and he hasn’t been this well-rested for a long time — but all are due 
to come home tomorrow, so tonight is the last night if anyone wants to come over to par-tay!  
Someone asked how clean his house is and Granville replied “very” since he does most of the 
chores around the house.  Karl Konrad then paid $5 to ask what other Club members do 
household chores, and most raised their hands.  Mike Watts shared that the Club was well 
represented at the Eastern Illinois University Foundation program honoring university donors.


Fines 
Terry Davis, as Fine Master, fined a dollar from all members who were in the same seat as last 
meeting, and encouraged everyone to move around from meeting to meeting to get to know 
members of the Club better.


Announcements 
Club President Rich Wandling circulated the Duty Roster for May 
and noted that there are still a few open slots for April.  Students 
can to apply for the Club’s EIU scholarship — the application 
form is now online.  The one year scholarship is open to 
Charleston High School students attending Eastern as an 
incoming freshman or as a transfer student from Lake Land 
College.  Bill Lair announced that the hairline fracture suffered by 
this year’s RYE inbound student, Amanda, is not yet healed, so 
no soccer for another two weeks.  The inbound RYE for the 
2018-19 year will be a boy from Sweden who arrives in August.  
Following on Terry’s Rotary Moment, Bill asked for volunteers or 
suggestions for host families — he has one host family lined up 
but needs two more.  Next year’s inbound student is interested in 
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golfing, soccer, and skiing.  Todd Vilardo passed around a thank you card to the Club from the 
Charleston school district for the technology support provided over the last three years. 


Soap & Shampoo: Melanie Mills, Carlissa Pickett

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Mike Watts; pot - $544

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeters - Granville Colvin; Rafflemeister - Jake Smallhorn; 
Invocation - Lyla McGuire; Song Leader - Judi Conrad; Soup Stop - Doug Bock;  Home Care 
Meals - Keith Perry; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Jean Rinefort.


UPCOMING  
April 17 - Ted O/Lake Land College International Studies
April 24 - CHS drill team
May 1 -   CHS Top Ten Luncheon
May 8 -   Katie Hanner/Charleston Rehabilitation & 

Health Care Center
May 15 - Jefferson School Leadership Awards 
May 22 - CHS Interact Club
May 29 - 5th Tuesday Event, tba; no noon meeting

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, 
Trevor Doughty, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, 
Keith Perry, Carlissa Puckett, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Tim Silence, Jake 
Smallhorn, Jacob Thomas, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  
Visitors:  Jordon Socarras (Lair).  Makeups: Puckett (eClub One). 

Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Darci Duzan, Chuck 
Eberly, George Edwards, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, 
Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Rick Hunt, Vaughn Jaenike, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle Larson, Herb 
Lasky, Jonathan McKenzie, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Hal Nordin, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Eli 
Sidwell, Ashely Temple, Tom Vance. 


