
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 17 April 2018


Ted O - Lake Land College International Studies

Ted O is the director of International Studies at Lake Land College in Mattoon and spoke to eat 
Club about the program.  On average 50 to 80 international students from about 20 countries 
are studying at Lake Land, with some coming on athletic scholarships.  Most international 
students who choose community colleges like Lake Land do so because they find that the 
campus culture makes it easier for them to learn English, with the faculty and curriculum more 
flexible, and the much costs less when compared to four-year universities.  At Lake Land the 
students spend the first semester learning English, and then go into the regular academic 
program.  After completing their Lake Land studies most international students transfer to 
traditional universities, many going on to Top-Ten, or similar level schools.  Lake Land offers a 
variety of programs to enhance the international student experience for both the students and 
for people living in the Lake Land district.  These include an International Sponsorship 
Program, the Global Friends Program where interested area families are matched with 
international students to promote cultural exchange, and the High School Exchange Program 
whereby international students who study at a participating local high school for 1 or 2 
semesters are then eligible for “in-district” tuition fees at Lake Land, saving the student about 
$10,000.  Accompanying Ted were two students from South Korea who spoke briefly, one of 
whom fell in love with the U.S. from watching the movie “Home Alone.”


Ted also spoke about cultural differences that we should all be aware of when traveling and 
meeting people from other countries and cultures.  These include: making eye contact, using 
the “OK” sign, doing “thumbs up,” bowing or not when meeting or greeting, when shaking your 
head means “yes” and “no,” dinner manners, respecting personal space, and when to use one 
or two hands when presenting your business card.
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Rotary Moment - Maternal & Child Health Month  
Club President reminded members that April is Maternal and Child Health Month on the RI 
calendar.  Rich directed members to take a look at “Saving Mothers and Children” under the 
“Our Causes” section on the Rotary website, where it’s stated: “We expand access to quality 
care, so mothers and children everywhere can have the same opportunities for a healthy future. 
An estimated 5.9 million children under the age of five die each year because of malnutrition, 
inadequate health care, and poor sanitation — all of which can be prevented.”  Rich gave as 
examples the Rotary supported prenatal clinic in Haiti and mobile cancer screening unit in 
India.  Online see: https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/saving-mothers-and-children. 


Shares & Cares 

Doug About shared that he highly recommends using Porter Auto Body, the work “home” of 
Club members Tom Porter and Ashely Temple, but failed to share how or why he came to need  
their services.


Fines 

Judi Konrad, as Fine Master pro tem, fined a dollar from all members not wearing a Rotary pin.


Announcements 
Club President Rich 
Wandling circulated the 
Duty Roster for May 
and noted that some 
duties have been 
crossed out for May 1st 
and 15th due to full 
program schedules on 
those dates.  
Applications have been 
received for the Club’s 
scholarship, open to 
Charleston High School 
students attending 

Eastern as an incoming freshman or as a transfer student from Lake Land College, and a 
meeting of the Scholarship Committee will be called soon to select the recipient.  Rich also 
announced that Doug Bock, Melanie Mills, Tim Silence, and Mike Watts will represent the Club 
in receiving a certificate of appreciation at Wednesday’s Charleston School Board meeting 
where the Club will be recognized for the funding raised to upgrade computer equipment for 
Charleston schools over the past three years.  Rich presented a certificate of appreciation from 
Peace Meal in recognition of the Club members who volunteer to deliver the Home Care Meals.  
Bill Lair and RYE inbound student Amanda Aedo Parra passed out the breast cancer 
awareness t-shirts sold by the CHS girl’s soccer team to raise funding for that cause; Bill urged 
members to attend Thursday’s “away” soccer match against Mattoon, on Thursday at 6pm, 
wearing there t-shirts.  He also announced that Amanda has been cleared to play at that 
match, the first since suffering a hairline fracture in one of her feet earlier this year (see Bill 
Warmoth’s soccer match photos  of Amanda in action below).  Mike Watts announced that the 
fundraising goal for this year’s Charleston schools technology support project has been met, 
thanks to generous contributions to both the Pancake Day fund raiser and to the Club’s 
foundation by two Club members who wished to remain anonymous; the check presentation to 
CUSD #1 to purchase laptops for Charleston High School will be scheduled soon.


https://www.rotary.org/en/our-causes/saving-mothers-and-children


Soap & Shampoo: Jake Thomas

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Tim Silence; pot - $575

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - ?; Rafflemeister - Granville Colvin; Invocation - Doug 
Bock; Song Leader - Jonathan McKenzie; Soup Stop - Carlissa Puckett;  Home Care Meals - 
Tom Vance; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Mike Watts.


UPCOMING  
April 24 - CHS drill team
May 1 -   CHS Top Ten Luncheon
May 8 -   Katie Hanner/Charleston Rehabilitation & 

Health Care Center
May 15 - Jefferson School Leadership Awards 
May 22 - CHS Interact Club
May 29 - 5th Tuesday Event, tba; no noon meeting

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, George 
Edwards, Tim Gover, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Lyla 
McGuire, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Carlissa Puckett, Foster Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Tim 
Silence, Ashely Temple, Jacob Thomas, Tom Vance, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob 
Wiseman.  Makeups: Vance (Arthur). 

Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, Mary 
Droste, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Mary Herrington-Perry, Ken 
Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Rick Hunt, Vaughn Jaenike, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Bill Moore, Deb 
Muller, Hal Nordin, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Jean Rinefort, Eli Sidwell, Jake 
Smallhorn, Todd Vilardo. 


