
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 24 April 2018


Arbor Day Tree Planting

Tree Planting committee chair Danelle Larson has been representing the Charleston Rotary 
Club on the consortium planning the Charleston Arbor Day Tree Planting events, and the Club 
has provided financial support for this project.  Danelle reports that the Thursday EIU event will 
be primarily ceremonial with one tree planted, after which EIU grounds staff will plant 20 trees 
around campus.  For the Friday event 40 trees will be planted at Lake Charleston, beginning at 
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the Levee Trailhead on the south part of the lake.  Along with Rotarians, volunteers from EIU 
and local churches will also help, with City of Charleston staff digging the holes.  Altogether 61 
trees will be planted, exceeding the Club’s goal set by RI President Ian H.S. Riseley and 6490 
DG Larry Howell of one tree planted for each Rotarian.  There is still time to volunteer for 
Friday’s planting - just show up on Friday ready to get a little dirty.


Rotary Moment - Reinventing the Charleston Rotary Club  
In lieu of a program, Club member Doug Bock took the 
opportunity to challenge members to think about how 
we might reinvent the Club.  The 2016 RI Council on 
Legislation voted to give Rotary clubs more flexibility 
than they've ever had in terms of when, where, and how 
clubs meet and the types of membership they offer.  
Doug asked members to consider what changes might 
be made to make the Club more attractive to new, 
younger members to grow the Club, what needs to be 
retained to keep present members, how to make the 
Club even more impactful for the Charleston community 
and beyond, and how to make the Club more fun. (“We 
could bring singing back,” joked Doug.)  As the chair or 

co-chair of the Major Projects Committee for the past 
four years, Doug suggested that considering another Major Projects cycle (one year planning/
three years executing) might serve as a vehicle to both help attract new members and revitalize 
the Club.  The past two Major Projects were to help fund the expansion and remodeling of the 
Charleston Carnegie Public Library, and teaming with the Excellence in Education Foundation, 
the Charleston School District, and our Charleston Rotary Charitable Foundation to upgrade 
technology equipment to benefit students at Mark Twain, Ashmore, Jefferson and Charleston 
High Schools.  (Before these the Club spearheaded getting the Charleston municipal pool built, 
named for the Club, and assisted with the updating of what is now the Charleston Rotary Pool 
and Aquatic Park.)  


Terry Davis suggested we “Meet in the Cayman Islands,” to which 
Doug replied that the Club could meet elsewhere or at a different time 
— virtual all options are on the table.  Rick Hunt asked “What 
examples are out there?”  Doug said that there are options available 
online on the RI website, and Mike Watts said that it’s his impression 
that RI is looking for Rotary clubs to provide new models, a more “from 
the ground up” approach on what new directions to take.  Mary Droste 
said that the Illini club in Champaign/Urbana meets in a bar after work, 
and some clubs don’t have programs at meetings, they just do 
projects.  Bill Lair suggested that the Club might take a look at going 
through the Visioning program that is offered by the District. Mary 
interjected that going through the Visioning process is a major 
commitment, requiring most or all members’ involvement in a process 
that takes three to four hours.  Granville Colvin said that he attended a session on Visioning at 
the most recent PETS, and that many clubs represented at the session saw value in the 
program and had gone through the process, but he didn’t know how successful Visioning has 
been overall.  Doug wrapped up his talk by again asking all members to be thinking of how we 
might reinvent ourselves as a club, with the conversation to be entered into in earnest when 
soon to be president Mike Watts convenes the Club Assembly in July.


For more information see: https://my.rotary.org/en/club-flexibility and https://my.rotary.org/en/
club-flexibility-faq. 
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Shares & Cares 

Bill Lair shared what was a special moment for him at a recent soccer match when he 
overheard his son-in-law Juan, from Colombia, talking to a father from Mexico who’s son was 
on a different team.  The the Mexican native said that his son is getting a “full-ride” at Southern 
Illinois University-Edwardsville to study engineering.  Juan’s son, Brando, is also getting a full-
ride to study engineering, at Northwestern University.  The fathers shared that when they 
emigrated to the U.S. they had no idea that they as fathers could accomplish so much for their 
children, or that their sons would accomplish so much and make them so proud.


Announcements 
Club President Rich Wandling circulated the Duty Roster for May and noted that help is 
especially needed with the delivery of meals.  He also passed around a sign-up sheet for 
Saturday’s tree planting, asking that at least ten members sign up.  Rich said that five 
applications have been received for the Club’s EIU scholarship, three from Charleston High 
School students who will attend Eastern as an incoming freshman, and two CHS alumni who 
will transfer from Lake Land College to EIU. Rich will call a meeting of the Scholarship 
Committee this week to select the recipient.  Mike Watts presented the certificate of 
appreciation given to the Club at Wednesday’s Charleston School Board meeting, recognizing 
the funding raised to upgrade computer equipment for Charleston schools over the past three 
years.  Rick Hunt asked for volunteers to help review nominations for and select the recipients 
of this year’s Jefferson School Leadership Awards.  Rich also announced that a brief board 
meeting will be held immediately after the Club’s meeting, and the Charleston Rotary 
Charitable Foundation board will meet immediately after the board meeting.  Mary asked 
members to try to get to  the next meeting early to be on hand to meet and greet the parents of 
the Charleston High School Top Ten students being honored as next week’s program.


Soap & Shampoo: Rick Hunt

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Rich 
Wandling; pot - $599

The Week’s Volunteers:  
Greeter - Rick Hunt; 
Rafflemeister - Jake Thomas; 
Invocation - George Edwards; 
Song Leader - Todd Vilardo; 
Soup Stop - George Edwards; 
Home Care Meals - Tim Silence; 
HOPE Shelter Delivery - 
Carlissa Puckett.


UPCOMING  
May 1 -   CHS Top Ten Luncheon
May 8 -   Katie Hanner/Charleston Rehabilitation & 

Health Care Center
May 15 - Jefferson School Leadership Awards 
May 22 - CHS Interact Club
May 29 - 5th Tuesday Event, tba; no noon meeting



CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Trevor Doughty, Mary 
Droste, George Edwards, Garry Ernst, Tim Gover, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl 
Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Keith Perry, Carlissa 
Puckett, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Jacob Thomas, Tom Vance, Todd 
Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitor: Steve Puckett (Carlissa 
Puckett).  Makeups:  Jean Rinefort (Mattoon), Droste (Edwardsville). 

Missed:  Doug Abolt, Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Darci Duzan, 
Chuck Eberly, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Mary Herrington-Perry, Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn 
Jaenike, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Jonathan McKenzie, Deb Muller, Hal Nordin, Dennis Pluard, 
Tom Porter, Foster Rinefort, Jake Smallhorn, Ashely Temple. 


