
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 4 April 2018


Amanda Aedo-Parra - RYE Inbound 
Amanda Aedo-Parra is the Rotary Youth 
Exchange in-bound student sponsored by the 
Club this year.  She gave a presentation about 
her home and talked a little about her 
experiences as an exchange student in 
Charleston.  Her hometown of Coyhaique is at 
the southern tip of Chile, close to Antarctica, 
and is about the same size as Charleston.  
Amanda said she likes Charleston, but there is 
more to do in her hometown.  This is due in part 
because it is located in Patagonia, and area 
known internationally for it beautiful scenery of 
mountains, glaciers, and coastal waters.  The 
area is a draw for tourists interested in hiking, 
whitewater rafting, mountain climbing, and 
caving, with many international associations 
working to preserve its natural wonders.  
Another difference is the food, with much more 
fast food here (that Amanda over-indulged in 
early on), and more “natural foods” in Chile, 

especially sea food.   Popular sports in Chile include bullfighting, which Amanda doesn’t like 
and considers too aggressive, and soccer, which is the biggest sport.  A soccer player herself, 
Amanda has played on the Charleston High School girl’s soccer team and on a Champaign 
league team.  Also popular are folk dances which vary by region (she showed a short video of 
one), and are taught in schools, with national competitions. At home Amanda attends a 
Catholic school, which is common even for those who are not Catholic, with about ten schools 
in her hometown.  Amanda thinks the people of Chile are nice — they want to know about you 
and like it if you want to know about them.  Another rather odd difference concerns deer:  a 
deer is pictured as a part of Chile’s crest and it’s illegal to hunt them, while here people were 
trying to feed Amanda venison!


Amanda’s parents talked with her about 
being an exchange student and she balked 
at the idea until about two years ago, but 
decided to apply after she became good 
friends last year with an exchange student 
from Michigan.  She chose Rotary because 
she had heard of RI through the polio 
eradication program.  Amanda’s father is a 
college professor, her mother is a social 
worker, and she has a 14 year old sister.  
Amanda is used to long travel — from her 
hometown to the capital of Chile, Santiago, 
it’s a 3 hour plane ride or a 2-day drive with 
part of the trip through neighboring 

Charleston Rotary Club 
  Rotary Club of Charleston, IL



Argentina.  But nothing prepared her for the trip to Charleston, which, as Amanda put it, is “a 
long, long way” and included a 5am plane-change in Atlanta.  Luckily she ran into a a Brazilian 
exchange student who was on her way to Wisconsin, and they kept each other company 
during the layover.  


Amanda said that she is really grateful to her host families and appreciates all that they’ve done 
for her.  As a way of saying thanks, even though she says she’s not much of a cook, Amanda 
made empanadas for her first host family, Steve and Cathy Johnson, and plans to do the same 
for her current host family, Trina and Jeff Oetting.  Even though Amanda misses her home and 
friends it will be hard to leave here.  Amanda said “I don’t want to go back” because of all of 
the friends she’s made in Charleston and among the other RYEs in the district, and the support 
everyone has provided her.  Bill Lair, RYE officer for the Club, closed the program by saying 
that Amanda is the most friendly and outgoing RYE inbound ever in his many years of 
experience through both the Club and Central States, and she has been an outstanding 
representative for the Club and for Rotary.

 


              Rotary Moment - Jean Rinefort  
Jean began her moment by stating that “You are product of your past 
and surroundings.”  She grew up in a poor family, and was guided by 
her teachers to continue her education.  She was able to attend college 
thanks to a government program that helped pay her tuition because 
she studied to be a teacher, which she became. “Nothing is free,” said 
Jean, but she was able to achieve through work and effort, and also 
received support from her husband with whom she raised a family.  
“Now it’s time for me to give back,” and Jean does so through Rotary, 
because “We’re all in it together.”


                        Shares & Cares 

Bill Lair shared that the CHS girl’s soccer team is raising money for breast cancer awareness 
by selling t-shirts, with their delivery timed to coincide with the team’s match against Mattoon 
on April 19th.  Bill said it would be great for Club members to buy t-shirts and attend the match 
in tribute to Amanda.  He passed around a t-shirt signup sheet and collected cash since the 
order needed to be turned in on Friday. Foster Rinefort again shared that his son served as an 
Executive in Residence at EIU with 150 people attending his lecture last week.


Fines 
Mary Droste did a little clean up from her stint as Fine Master for April, fining Bill Lair for 
grandson Brando being named an Illinois State Scholar, and fined herself for a grandson being 
named a pre-season all-American in baseball.


Announcements 
Club Presient Rich Wandling circulated the Duty Roster for April; and asked members to 
encourage students to apply for the Club’s EIU scholarship, which is now for one year and 
open to Charleston High School students attending Eastern as an incoming freshman or as a 
transfer student from Lake Land College.  Mike Watts asked that any outstanding Pancake Day 
or Comedy Night ticket money be turned in to him, and reminded all that both the Heart Scan 
and CHS laptop projects can still be supported by donating to the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Foundation or the Charleston Rotary Charitable Foundation, respectively.  Mike hopes to 
announce the amount of funding raised for the CHS Laptop Project at next week’s meeting.




Soap & Shampoo: Bill Lair

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Jean Rinefort; pot - $511

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeters - Amanda Aedo-Parra and Bill Lair; Rafflemeister - 
Granville Colvin; Invocation - Bill Lair; Song Leader - Todd Vilardo; Soup Stop - Tim Silence;  
Home Care Meals - Rick Hunt; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordin.


UPCOMING  
April 10 - Class E Students
April 17 - Ted O/Lake Land College International Studies
April 24 - CHS drill team
May 1 - CHS Top Ten Luncheon
May 15 - Jefferson School Leadership Awards 

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, 
George Edwards, Rick Hunt, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Lyla McGuire, 
Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Hal Nordin, Keith Perry, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Tim 
Silence, Jacob Thomas, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob 
Wiseman.  Visitors:  RYEs Amanda Aedo-Parra, Amara Griffin, and Tanner Gray; Trina & Jeff 
Oetting and Steve & Cathy Johnson (Lair). 

Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, Darci 
Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, Ken 
Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Bill Moore, 
Deb Muller, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Eli Sidwell, Alice Shonk, Jake Smallhorn, 
Ashely Temple. 


