
	 


 Newsletter for 17 July 2018 
Coming up July 24th: 

Kelly Lockhart - Executive Director  
Coles County Regional Planning & Development Committee  

The County Regional Planning & Development Commission was 
formed in 1967 by the Coles County Board to provide an array 
of services to local governments. The Commission was set up 
as a local government-created public organization for the sole 
purpose of serving rural local governments, and strives to keep 
its costs as low as possible.  The main goal of CCRP&DC is to 
provide the best professional service at a reasonable cost. The 
Commission's Staff consists of professionally trained and 
experienced individuals who serve the “part-time” elected 
officials. Services provided by CCRP&DC cover a wide range: 
planning, zoning, Motor Fuel Tax services, census and business 
data, subdivision assistance, regional map repository, economic 
and community development, map preparation/graphics, GIS 
services, ordinance preparation/codification, historic 
preservation, grant preparation/administration and community 
administration and financial management. The CCRP&DC 
currently provides services to several communities and counties 
within the seven county region of Coles, Clark, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Moultrie, and 
Shelby.


Kelly Lockhart has a long history with the CCRP&DC.  In 1999 and 2000, he was an intern, and 
was hired as an Assistant Planner in September 2000. Lockhart became a Community Planner 
in 2004. While at the Commission, Lockhart has worked on a variety of projects including the 
management of the Coles County GIS and Mattoon, Illinois GIS. Lockhart has also worked on 
several planning projects including the Coles County Comprehensive Plan, Mattoon, Illinois 
Comprehensive Plan, Marshall, Illinois Comprehensive Plan, and Arthur, Illinois Comprehensive 
Plan. He is currently on the AUGI (Arc Users Group of Greater Illinois) Board of Directors and 
served as AUGI President in 2006.  (According to the JG-TC, Lockart spoke to the Charleston 
Rotary on May 9, and with his presentation will be making good on that report!)


Recap of July 17th Meeting: 

Diane Ratliff - Charleston 
Tourism Office


Diane Ratliff spoke about her role as 
special events and tourism supervisor 
in the City of Charleston’s Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism Department.  
This includes working with EIU on 
events like Homecoming and Family 
Weekend, and helping with many 
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annual and special events such as Christmas in the Heart of Charleston, the Tour de 
Charleston, and Red, White, & Blue Days. Diane also talked about the City’s tourism grant 
program which provides financial assistance for public events.  (Club members Bill Lair and 
Mike Watts serve on the advisory board which recommends how the grant funds are spent, 
and Tom Vance has also been a member of that board.). The grant funding is generated by a 
motel/hotel bed tax. Awards are based on how the events will encourage people to stay, dine, 
and shop in Charleston.  Accompanying Diane was Beatrice from Shanghai, China, who as 
been working with Diane current and coming visits of Chinese students and business people.


Rotary Moment - Bill Lair 

Bill Lair presented six Rotary moments that he experienced 
during his time at this year’s Central States Rotary Youth 
Exchange Summer Conference in Grand Rapids, MI, his 27th 
year.  (1) RI President Barry Rassin spoke to the group, and 
with several Rotary districts' RYE students. (2) Jane Nelson, 
director of corporate responsibility at the Kennedy School of 
Harvard University, a RYE student from South Africa who 
attended the summer conference in 1978, spoke about her 
work with the UN for about 20 years (she is a vice president 
at CitiBank who works with entities in Asia, Europe and the 
Middle East, and is on the boards of numerous international 
corporations). (3)  While working the registration desk at the 
conference Bill registered an outbound student under the 
name “Joseph,” and discovered that he is Native American 
from Michigan whose full name is Joseph Catches the Enemy Stone Marsh; that’s too long for 
RYE forms and badges so he’s just listed as “Joseph.” (4) Fiona Jackson, an Indiana outbound 
going to France, has two prosthetic legs and says, "I have a disability; I am not disabled” (she 
is one of a family of 37 children, 30 from countries outside of the USA, all of whom have been 
adopted). (5) To put a more positive spin on student behavior, Pauline Perreault, an outbound in 
1998 and now a Rotarian, says her district has added the "Six Be's" to RYE’s "Four D's" of No 
Drinking, No Driving, No Drugs and No Dating exclusivity — "Be First," "Be Curious," "Be on 
Purpose,"  "Be Grateful," "Be of Service,” and "Be Here and Now" (Central States is adopting 
this for inbound and outbound behaviors).  And last, one day a young woman stopped Bill to 
ask if he was Amanda Aedo's counselor.  She was an outbound in Amanda's city in Chile in 
2016-17 and is good friends with Amanda. They are still in contact. Amanda told her if she saw 
some Rotarian at the conference named “Bill” it probably was her counselor - out of the 
thousands attending!  And she was right!. Speaking of Amanda, Bill recounted that she is 
recovering nicely from surgery for her torn meniscus and torn ACL. Jeff and Trina Oetting, 
Amanda's last host family, told him that Amanda got a tattoo on one leg — an outline of the 
state of Illinois with Charleston marked inside the tattoo.


Bill also mentioned a speech at Grand Rapids given by Jane Nelson. She also spoke to one of 
the general sessions at the recent RI convention in Toronto. Bill Warmoth notes that a video of 
that speech is posted at: https://vimeopro.com/rotary/toronto-convention/video/276480335.


Shares & Cares 
Granville Colvin shared that Bill Warmoth’s Shrine Club was due on Friday to draw a winning 
50/50 ticket to be valued at more than $150,000, with an amount equal to the winnings to go to 
the St. Louis Shiners Hospital for Children.  Melanie Mills shared that her “hiker babes” group 
will make their twentieth trek staring next week, in the Canadian Rockies near Calgary, Canada.


https://vimeopro.com/rotary/toronto-convention/video/276480335


Announcements 
President Mike Watts passed around the Duty Roster for July, 
noting the Home Care meals slot for the 31st needs to be filled, 
and started the Roster for August.  He also reminded members 
that there will be no noon meeting on July 31st, and called on 
Mary Droste who reported that the 5th Tuesday event on July 
31st will be “Putting Around Summer” at the Charleston Country 
Club, 5:30-7pm, with more information, including how to RSVP, 
coming soon.  Mike announced that the Coles County Air Show 
will be held on Saturday, August 25th, with Rotary to again collect 
donations from people attending; this is a good fundraiser for the 
Club, netting more than $1,000 for a few hours of volunteering.  
The shifts will start at 10am and end about 3pm, with four people 
needed per shift, including any Interacters who also sign up.  

More information will be announced closer to the event.  Mike said he plans to get the Fine 
Master rotation up and going again.  And he asked that the Board convene immediately after 
the meeting to take up a proposal from Melanie Mills for a project to be funded by a non-
matching District Grant application.  And Mike invited any members who haven’t yet filled out 
the survey passed out at last week’s Club Assembly to do so soon, and made copies available.


Fines 
Mary Droste served as Fine Master pro tem, and fined Jim Littleford for daughter Shea’s 
participation in the select Adidas All-American Camp in Los Angeles, one of about 70 players 
chosen from the classes of 2019 to 2021.  Deborah Muller and Jean Rinefort were also fined 
for mentions in the Times-Courier/Journal Gazette.


Soap & Shampoo: Tim Silence

Triple Treat Winner: Jay Gatrell; Pot - $836

Raffle Drawing: Carroll Smith sold by Christian Smith

June 12th Volunteers:  Greeter - Ebi Karbassioon; Invocation - Bill Lair; Song Leader - Rob 
Fears; Rafflemiester - Jean Rinefort; Fine Master - Mary Droste, pro tem; Soup Stop - Mike 
Watts; Home Care Meals - Tom Vance; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Jake Thomas.


UPCOMING  
July 31 - NO NOON MEETING

July 31 - 5th Tuesday at the Charleston Country Club, 5:30-7pm

August 7 -Stephanie Anderson, Sexual Assault Counseling & 

	      Information Services

August 14 - Pam Wright, Special Olympics Family Festival 

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Cal Campbell, Shay Coffey, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, 
George Edwards, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, 
Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Hal Nordin, Foster Rinefort, Jean 
Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Jake Thomas, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich 
Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitors:  J.T. Silence (Tim Silence). 

Missed:  Amanda Beals, Jerald Bennet, Doug Bock, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor 
Doughty, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Tim Gover, Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn 
Jaenike, Danelle Larson, Karl Konrad, Judi Konrad, Herb Lasky, Lyla McGuire, Keith Perry, Dennis 
Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Jake Smallhorn, Ashely Temple. 


