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Lori Banks on Rural King 
Club member Lori 
Banks presented an 
overview of Rural 
King, tracing its 
growth from a stand-
alone farm and home 
store that opened in 
1960 to its current 
status as a chain of 
109 stores in 12 
states with 7,000 
employees.  And she 
also talked about her 
transition from 26 
years in public 
broadcasting to 
working for a retail 
company.  Rural King 
was created by 
Kermit Speer and 
Keith Beaird, from 

Macomb, who chose Mattoon as the location of their store because of the locations of other 
farm and home stores in Illinois.  With the success of the Mattoon store they opened stores in 
Paris and Vandalia.  1978 was a watershed year for the growing chain — one of the partners 
died, and a fire destroyed the Mattoon store and corporate office.  Fortunately the corporate 
records survived in a safe, and “Store #1” was rebuilt on the same location, where it remains to 
this day.  And the chain began a steady expansion in Illinois and into the states of Indiana, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Michigan, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Florida, North Carolina, West 
Virginia and Virginia, with the newest store to open soon in Muscle Shoals, Alabama.  Each 
store in the chain is different in size, configuration, and inventory since most go into buildings 
vacated by K-Mart, Sears, and similar stores, and somewhat different merchandise that reflect 
the needs and wants of the local community.  Rural King is still a private corporation run by a 
third generation family member, Alex Melvin.  The corporate headquarters will be moving to 
Mattoon’s Cross County Mall, which Rural King purchased earlier this year.  Due to the 
purchase Rural King will become the landlord of the mall and adjacent properties, and will seek 
to add more stores and host more activities at the mall.  But there won’t be a Rural King in the 
mall — “Store #1” will stay in it’s current location.


Rural King is known for its free popcorn and coffee, allowing pets in the stores (including not 
just dogs but horses, and even a llama and a kangaroo), and selling chicks and bunnies.  The 
stores also sell clothing, garden supplies, consumables (food, cleaning supplies, etc.), auto 
supplies, housewares, guns, pet supplies, and most recently, tractors.  Top sellers are pet food, 
guns, men’s clothes, and consumables.  Lori said that Rural King strives to be family-friendly 
and “more than a store” by offering community events, including the Straw Scramble at Easter, 
Plant a Pot for Mother’s Day, workshops and demonstrations, and similar activities.  And 80+ 
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employees traveled to Florida to 
help with clean up and restocking 
after hurricane Irma.


In her position with Rural King Lori 
mostly creates training videos, with 
the current “leadership series” 
aimed at promoting some uniformity 
among the stores.  On a personal 
note, Lori said that moving from a 
higher education environment to 
retail has been an adjustment, and 
because of the move she is having 
to give up her membership in the 
Club.  She misses not being able to 
attend the Club’s weekly meetings, 
the interviewing she did for 

television, and the people she worked with at WEIU, but it’s been a good transition.  “Rural 
King is a good company to work for.”  And, yes, she’s been on the Rural King jet.


Rotary Moment - Rich Wandling 
President Rich Wandling called to the attention of Club members a Champaign New Gazette 
“Sunday Extra” article written about the late Ken Gungi.  In the article author Lin Warfel  talked 
about how Gungi modeled the 4-Way Test throughout his life.  Gungi, who passed away in 
October, served as 6490 District Governor in 1992-93.  To read the article see http://
www.news-gazette.com/opinion/guest-commentary/2017-11-12/sunday-extra-rotary-leader-
attained-many-peaks.html


Shares & Cares 
No Shares & Cares this week.


Announcements 

• President Rich Wandling announced that five people signed 
up last week to take on the duty of Fine Master, so that duty 
will now be done on a monthly rotation and he will contact 
those who volunteered about setting up the schedule.  The 
joint Mattoon-Charleston committee for this year’s Comedy 
Night fundraiser to support the annual Heart Scan project met 
Monday to get the program going, with the Comedy Night 
date to be announced soon.  Committee member Mary 
Droste suggested that an overview of the Comedy Night/
Heart Scan program be presented to the Club soon.  And 
Rich announced that he was finally able to meet up with EIU 
student Cole Hoover to present him with this year’s 
scholarship payment.

• Mary Droste announced that the Holiday Party will be held 
on December 5th at The Brickhouse, with entertainment to be 
provided by the CHS vocal group Maximum Forté.  More 
information will be emailed, and THERE WILL BE NO NOON 
MEETING ON DECEMBER 5TH.
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Soap & Shampoo:  Jean Rinefort & Tom Vance (cards)

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Mike Watts; pot $89

Raffle Drawing Winner:  PADS (sold by Edward Hoppin?)


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Bill Moore; Rafflemeister - Bill Lair; Invocation - Alice 
Shonk; Song Leader - Jean Rinefort; Soup Stop - Doug Bock;  Home Care Meals - Mike 
Watts; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordine.


UPCOMING  
November 21 - Matt Bolland, EIU Women's Basketball 

November 28 - CHS Boys (State champs!) & Girls Golf 

	 	   Programs

December 5 - Holiday Party at The Brickhouse, NO NOON 

	 	   MEETING


CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Attending:  Doug Abolt, Lori Banks, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, 
Mary Droste, Garry Ernst, Tim Gover, Bill Lair, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Jonathan McKenzie, Bill 
Moore, Hal Nordine, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Jake Smallhorn, Tom Vance, Todd 
Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts.  Makeups:  Bill Lair & Karl Konrad (RYE 
Outbound interviews).  Visitors:  Jackie Freezeland (Lair), Michelle Gardner (Colvin). 

Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, Darci 
Duzan, Chuck Eberly, George Edwards, Rob Fears, Bill Furry, Jay Gatrell, Mary Herrington-Perry, 
Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Rick Hunt, Vaughn Jaenike, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle Larson, Herb 
Lasky, Jim Littleford, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, Deb Muller, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, Tom 
Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Foster Rinefort, Shawn Seaman, Tim Silence, David Sprigg, Bob Wiseman.  


