
	 


Meeting Newsletter for 12 December 2017


EIU Men’s Basketball Coach Jay Spoonhour  
In what has become an 
annual tradition, Jay 
Spoonhour, head 
men’s basketball 
coach  at EIU, visited 
the Club to give an 
update on the current 
season.  Jay started 
his talk with explaining 
his new beard.  He 
said he grew it for fun, 
and because he’s 
gained 25 pounds.  
When people see him 
they say “Hey, you 
grew a beard” instead 
of noticing he’s put on 
weight, plus it has a 
professorial feel.  


Then the coach got down to business, stating that the team “needs to figure out how to close 
games.”  At eight games into the season, Eastern has lost all six road games, albeit against 
good teams, after being up near the end of each outing.  Spoonhour said that regardless of 
how good the other teams have been and how close the games have been, the losses have 
taken a toll on the players’ morale.  The game against Marquette was a case in point.  EIU was 
one free-throw away from winning a game on the road against a nationally ranked team.  
Spoonhour told his players that they can’t base attitude just on winning alone.  To put that 
game in perspective he asked the team if they knew how Marquette’s budget for basket ball 
ranked nationally?  Tenth, and EIU’s budget comes in at 337th.  Did they think Marquette would 
pay EIU $100,000 to play them (bringing in a third of Eastern’s program’s budget) expecting 
we’d “almost kick their asses?”  No, it was so the Marquette players could get some 
experience in non-conference play.  Spoonhour told the players to “hold your heads up” and 
that they need to figure out that “they can do it.”  Mary Droste noted that during the Marquette 
game  the sportscasters were flabbergasted that EIU was playing so well.


Jay opened the floor to questions and Bill Lair asked if the OVC is really good this year, based 
on various teams’ play against bigger non-conference programs, including EIU’s win over 
University of Illinois-U/C.  Jay replied that the coming games will tell.  About UI-UC he said that  
they have lots of young players and it was an early road game for them, whereas Eastern has 
good, seasoned players.  Todd Vilardo said that he saw Jay perform a couple of Country songs 
at a recent event and asked the coach what he did outside of his coaching duties.  Spoonhour 
replied that he looks for ways to be a part of the community.  “We all have different gifts,” he 
said, and one of his is being able to remember words and sounds he hears — a 
“phonographic” memory that includes an ear for mimicry.  Not only does he remember song 
lyrics or movie passages, he also remembers discussions verbatim.  But this talent has its 
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downside.  Early on teachers thought he was gifted, but Jay found that remembering what was 
said and actually applying the information are two different things, and he added it doesn’t 
necessarily help a marriage if you’re always right about what’s been said.  The coach then gave 
a brief and creditable impersonation of Robert Shaw as the character Quint from the movie 
“Jaws,” in Scottish brogue and all, talking about surviving the sinking of the USS Indianapolis 
in World War II: “Eleven-hundred men went into the water.  The vessel went down in 12 
minutes.  Didn’t see the first shark for about a half an hour - tiger, 13 footer…”  Coach 
Spoonhour closed by saying that they’ve signed two really good players, one from New York 
and one from Milwaukee.  As to the rest of this season, Jay said he didn’t know how Eastern 
would end up due to two players out with injuries.


Rotary Moment - Doug Bock 
Doug Bock talked about attending Rotary International conventions.  He said it is the quickest 
way to truly become a Rotarian, and really understand that Rotary is a world-wide organization 
— something the flag ceremony really brings home.  You have the opportunity to meet people 
from all over the world on a one-to-one basis, especially in the House of Friendship where 
people are open and want to talk.  You can get many project ideas, and Doug sited the 
“topless car wash” fundraiser as one (the wash is free unless you want the top of your car 
washed too).  He said attending an RI convention outside of the USA is even better because of 
the changed perspective, and with this year’s convention being in Toronto you have the best of 
both worlds since it’s so close and English is the host language.  Doug said to “Go if you can.”


Fines 

Fine Master Bill Lair, dressed as Santa Claus, with “elf” Karl Konrad, continued his Christmas 
theme.  All those who didn’t attend the Holiday Party were fined, as were those who couldn’t 
answer Christmas related trivia questions — Gary Ernst, Jay Gatrell, Rick Hunt, and Eli Sidwell.


Announcements 

President Rich Wandling passed around the January Duties Roster and Rotary Moment sign up 
sheets.  He noted that January 31st will be a 5th Tuesday so there will be no noon meeting that 
date but food deliveries are still needed.  Rich also said that the dates for the Comedy Night 
and Spring Pancake Day fundraisers are nearly set and will be announced soon.  On behalf of 
immediate Past President Danelle Larson, who could not be present, immediately after the 
Club meeting Rich would convene a meeting of the Past Presidents present to take up officer 
nominations for 2018-19. 




Soap & Shampoo (& Cards):  Judi & Karl Konrad, Tom Vance, Tim Silence, Melanie Mills

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Lyla Waddel; pot $118

Raffle Drawing Winner:  (for Dec. 5th) Dean Bottrell (sold by Ali Young) 
$1,000 Annual Prize Raffle Drawing Winner:  Foster Rinefort (sold to himself)


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Eli Sidwell; Rafflemeister - Mary Droste; Invocation - Tim 
Silence; Fine Master - Bill Liar; Song Leader - Jonathan McKenzie; Soup Stop - Doug Bock;  
Home Care Meals - Keith Perry; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordine.


UPCOMING  
December 19 - Alice Shonk, 2017-18 Club Budget

December 26 - NO MEETING — Happy Holidays!

January 9 - To be announced





CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Craig Cunningham, Trevor Doughty, Mary Droste, Garry 
Ernst, Jay Gatrell, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Lyla McGuire, 
Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Hal Nordine, Keith Perry, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice 
Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike 
Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitors: Ashley Temple (Silence);RYEs Amanda Aedo, Tanner Gray, Rachel 
Ashley. Makups: Gover (Mattoon), Vance (Mattoon), Droste (Edwardsville). 
Missed:  Doug Abolt, Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Granville Colvin, Hank Davis, Terry Davis, 
Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, George Edwards, Rob Fears, Bill Furry, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-
Perry, Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Jim Littleford, Bill 
Moore, Deb Muller, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Shawn Seaman, Jake Smallhorn.  


