
	 


Meeting Newsletter for 19 December 2017


Club Celebrates the Season with  
Paul Harris Fellow Presentations 

In this season of giving, Mary Droste served as the master of ceremonies for the presentation 
of Paul Harris Fellows to those who achieved this RI milestone but were unable to attend the 
Holiday Party on December 5th.  Hank Davis surprised his spouse, Nancy Newstrom, by 
making her a PHF with family members present.  Club Vice President Grandville Colvin was 
also surprised with a PHF given by fellow Club member Tim Silence.  And Terry Davis was 
recognized for his Paul Harris Fellow + 5.  Each PHF represents a contribution of $1,000 to the 
Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.  The Rotary Foundation is rated as one of the most 
well-managed foundations world-wide, with all donated funding going in support of Rotary 
projects; administrative costs are covered by the interest earned on the donated gifts.  The 
Rotary Foundation funds a wide variety of programs, ranging from District Grants to the 
international effort to eradicate polio.  Donations are used to train future peacemakers, support 
clean water, and strengthen local economies. For more information see https://www.rotary.org/
en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
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Rotary Moment - Foster Rinefort 
For the week’s Rotary Moment Foster Rinefort presented “five small things” about himself.  
Foster was born in Flushing, NY, raised in suburban Chicago, and studied at Grinnell College.  
His professional life began at Proctor & Gamble, then was with IMC Global, and for a time at 
OSHA.  He married and had a son, daughter, and a grandchild.  Foster joined the EIU faculty, 
with research and work in China and Russia.  And he married Jean, now also a Club member.


Fines 

After docking Jim Littleford for mention of his kids Reid, Shay and Cindy in the TC-JG for their 
basketball prowess, Fine Master Bill Lair continued his Christmas theme, but given the national 
“Me Too” movement to confront sexual harassment Bill decided to leave his “How ‘bout a 
Kiss” Santa hat at home.  For failing to correctly answer Christmas movie and song trivia 
questions Hank Davis, Danelle Larson, Amanda Beals, and Foster Rinefort all received fines.  


Shares & Cares 

Bill Lair also paid to share that the Charleston Soccer Planet team won the Champaign fall 
league championship last week, with grandson Brando scoring the winning goal.  He also paid 
to announce that RYE Inbound Amanda Aedo is on a Champaign league soccer team; she was 
invited by a Charleston team member.  Grandville Colvin shared that Bill Warmoth’s Shrine 
Club recently raised and donated $86,000 to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Tim Silence paid 
to announce that he has a flip-phone, not a smart-phone, and that the best way to reach him is 
to phone him rather than to send an email.


Bill Furry Memorial Tribute 

Secretary Bill Warmoth presented a brief tribute on recently deceased Club member Bill Furry.  
Stated Warmoth:  “The Charleston Rotary Club has lost one its longest serving active 
members. Charles William (Bill) Furry died at age 89 on Friday, just two days short of the 49th 
anniversary of his joining our club. G. A. (Andy) McArthur proposed Bill for membership under 
the classification Agriculture - Farming. He joined the club on December 17, 1968, and he 
served as president during the 1981-1982 Rotary year;” the theme for the year was World 
Understanding and Peace Through Rotary.  Bill became a Paul Harris Fellow on the eve of his 
presidential term and became a Multiple Paul Harris Fellow.  A moment of silence was 
observed in honor of Bill Furry.




Alice Shonk Reviews Club Finances 
The meeting concluded with Treasurer Alice Shock giving an overview of the Club’s current 
finances.  In essence, income from Club fees and fundraising activities balance out with the  
expenses for Club community projects and administrative costs, but the costs of meals has 
become a drain on the budget.  Historically, the weekly meals actually raised money for the 
Club when there were 70 to 90 Active members.  This was because all Active members were 
billed for noon meals, but each week only 50 meals were ordered since that was the average 
number of members who attended on any given meeting.  This disparity of more meals paid for 
than ordered created an income surplus that the Club used for various projects and expenses, 
and to put “money in the bank.“


But now the situation is just the reverse — over time the Club’s demographics have gradually 
changed so that the billing for meals no longer meets the weekly meal expenses.  The factors 
for this are many.  Over the past few years Club membership has declined to about 50 Active 
members, but the weekly meal order remained at 50 so no there has no longer been any 
surplus income due to meal payments.  The $9.50 weekly meal charge only covers what is paid 
to What’s Cookin’; not included is the cost for CCAR to set up and tear down the meeting 
room each week, nor the cost for tablecloths.  And a rising percentage of members have been 
granted a moratorium on paying meal fees because of their inability to regularly attend the 
weekly meetings due to medical situations, “snow bird” travel, and other personal issues.  The 
cumulative result is that there are fewer members available to meet the weekly meal payment 
costs.  Even though the number of meals ordered was recently reduced to 40 per meeting — 
the minimum number What’s Cookin’ says is required for them to make their current level of 
catering financially viable — the Club is still paying out more than what it brings in for the 
weekly lunches.  Solutions to this problem have been discussed by an ad hoc budget 
committee and the Club’s board, but both groups wanted input from the general membership.  
The presentation ended with Alice and President Rich Wandling passing out sheets for 
members to offer their ideas to fix this budgetary issue.  Ways to correct this fiscal problem will 
be discussed at the January 23rd Club meeting. 


Soap & Shampoo:  Danelle Larsen (and brother Dirk), Tom Vance (cards)

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Jay Gatrell; pot $152 

[Correction: Last week’s winner was Lyla McGuire.]

Raffle Drawing Winners:  Dec. 19 - Jacob Snedden (sold by Mike Snedden); Dec. 26 - 
Autumn Snow (sold Mike Snow); Oct. 31 - Art Willaredt (sold by Dean Willaredt) [?]


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Amanda Beals; Rafflemeister - Mary Droste; Invocation - 
Jim Littleford; Fine Master - Bill Liar; Song Leader - Jean Rinfort; Soup Stop - Rich Wandling;  
Home Care Meals - Tim Silence; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordine.


December 26th Volunteers:  Soup Stop - Tim Silence;  Home Care Meals - Bill Lair; HOPE 
Shelter Delivery - Rich Wandling


UPCOMING  
January 2 - Courtney Hughes, Plush Boutique

January 9 - Joe Judd, Bob’s Bookstore

January 16 - Coach Matthew Bollant, EIU Women's Basketball

January 23 - Club Budget Discussion

January 30 - 5th Tuesday Event (to be announced)




 

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Hank Davis, Terry Davis, Mary 
Droste, George Edwards, Jay Gatrell, Ken Huckstep, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl 
Konrad, Bill Lair, Danelle Larson, Jim Littleford, Hal Nordine, Keith Perry, Carlissa Puckett, Foster 
Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, 
Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitors: Nancy Newstrom, Emma Davis, George Niimi (Hank 
Davis), Dirk Larsen (Danelle Larson). Makups: Terry Davis (Mattoon). 
Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Trevor Doughty, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, 
Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Herb Lasky, 
Lyla McGuire, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, 
Shawn Seaman, Jake Smallhorn.  


