
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 16 January 2018


EIU Women’s Basketball Coach Matthew Bollant 

Matthew Bollant, Eastern Illinois University’s new head coach for Women’s Basketball, 
introduced himself to the club.  He opened by saying that he loves Rotary and has spoken to 
many clubs over the years.  Bollant said that he moved to Charleston in the summer of 2017, 
largely because of EIU’s Athletic Director Tom Michael who he worked with at the University of 
Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.  The coach has two daughters: Regan, who is on the CHS Girl’s 
Basketball team (and drove down to practice over the summer before the Bollants moved to 
Charleston), and Abby who is studying at the Christian college Hillsong in Sidney, Australia.  
His wife, Kari, works as a paraprofessional at Carl Sandburg Elementary.  Before coming to 
Eastern Bollant coached at University of Wisconsin–Green Bay, Bryan College (TN), and UI/UC. 


About EIU Bollant said “it’s a good place for you if you want to be great” because the personal 
attention and the opportunity to play.  With students he believes coaching is a lifetime 
commitment, not just a four year activity.  He tries to maintain relationships after students have 
graduated.  And Bollant stated that as a coach he has strong platform, that what “coach 
says”carries weight and he wants to make a positive impact on and off the court.  An example 
is talking to the players about serving and giving back, like taking part in volunteer activities 
during the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.  Bollant also tries to motivate his players by telling 
stories.  One example is the story of Wilma Rudolph, a woman who had polio as a youngster, 
but through belief in herself, perseverance, and with the help of others went from not being 
able to walk to leading her high school track team to a state championship, became a state 
champ while running for Tennessee State, and earned three medals at the Olympics.  Her 
motto — “anything’s possible.”  


When asked about Eastern’s team Bollant said that there is work to do, and he is actively 
recruiting.  Nowadays he says that he talks to players and their parents to make sure there’s a 
good fit.  Although he still makes many phone calls, he now also uses social media which can 
provide an effective overseas link —he’s currently looking at players from Australia, and already 
has two Aussies and two from Spain on the team.  EIU is attractive to overseas players and 
their parents in part because Charleston is a safe environment (rated the second safest 
campus in the USA).  The hardest part of recruiting for EIU are the facilities and the atmosphere 
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at the games — two areas Coach Bollant is working to improve.  To improve attendance 
Bollant said the best way is “putting a good product on the floor,” which is why recruiting new 
talent is his number one issue.  And the state’s recent budget impasses has had an impact on 
attracting students both in-state and from out of state. 


Rotary Moment - Tom Vance Sings  
For this week’s Rotary Moment Tom Vance sang his original 
composition, “A Vision for the World (A Tribute to Paul Harris).”  Tom 
wrote the song in 1999 and sang it at the 2001 District Conference 
when the late Club member Dan Thornburgh was District Governor.  A 
copy of the lyrics are attached to the email that also carries this 
newsletter.


Announcements 

President Rich Wandling circulated the Duty Roster sign-up sheet for 
February (which now also includes Rotary Moments).  He noted that two 
meetings have been rescheduled: the Comedy Night Planning 
Committee is Jan. 22, 4pm, and the Club Board Meeting is Jan. 19, 7am.  
He also said that the next 5th Tuesday event is scheduled for 5:30pm, 
Jan. 30, with more information to be provided by Mary Droste.  And he 
urged all members to attend next week’s meeting, on Jan. 23rd, when 
solutions to the Club’s budget situation will be discussed.  


Shares & Cares 
Jay Gatrell thanked the “Coles County Snowblower Elf” (and his neighbor) Bill Lair for clearing 
his sidewalk after the recent snowstorm. Carlissa Puckett shared that she is res-establishing 
her consulting business, Matthew Inc., centered on assisting non-profits.  And her son is 
leaving for Salt Lake City where he will be flying drones; he reassured her that his contract 
stipulates that he will be paid even if he gets kidnapped (?!!).


Fines 
Fine Master Doug Abolt fined Jim Littleford for the JG-TC article which reported that  his 
daughter, Shae, scored 27 points in the first quarter of a recent CHS girl’s basketball game.  
Doug then asked all members to raise their hands, and lower them if members had: a tattoo, 
stayed up all night playing cards, ever re-gifted a present, or had on their Rotary pin.  Those 
(few) who still had their hands up were fined a dollar for being too good.


Soap & Shampoo:  Rick Hunt, Carlissa Puckett, Tom Vance

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Rich Wandling; pot - $216

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - George Edwards; Rafflemeister - Bill Lair; Invocation - 
Bill Lair; Fine Master - Doug Abolt; Song Leader - Terry Davis; Soup Stop - Bill Lair;  Home 
Care Meals - Tom Vance; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Ken Huckstep.


UPCOMING  
January 23 - Club Budget Discussion

January 30 - 5th Tuesday Event at 5pm (to be announced)

January 30 - NO NOON MEETING

February 6 - Heartscan Project Update



CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, George Edwards, Jay Gatrell, Ken 
Huckstep, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Jonathan 
McKenzie, Bill Moore, Hal Nordine, Keith Perry, Carlissa Puckett, Tim Silence, Tom Vance, Rich 
Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Makups: Vance (Mattoon), Colvin (Interact). 
Missed:  Amanda Beals, Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, 
Mary Droste, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, 
Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, Deb Muller, 
Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Jake Smallhorn, Todd 
Vilardo.  


