
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 2 January 2018


Courtney Hughes & Ryan Strange - Plush Boutique 

January is Vocational Service month on the RI calendar.  Plush Boutique co-owners Courtney 
Hughes and Ryan Strange were invited to speak to kick off the Club’s recognition of this 
avenue of service.  Opened just more than a year ago, the business that started out to be a 
part-time job for Courtney has blossomed into an enterprise that now employs a full-time 
manager and a staff of three.  On a visit to Olney a few years back Ryan noticed the success of 
a women’s clothing boutique there, which sparked the idea of maybe creating a similar 
business in Charleston.  With additional information gathered through visits to Nashville, TN, 
“boutique crawls” in other towns, and pop-up sales in Paris, IL, Courtney and Ryan realized 
that boutiques can be “big in small towns,” and opened Plush Boutique on the Charleston 
square.  Since its opening the entrepreneurs have been “crazy busy.”  The day the store 
opened in December of 2016 there was a line of people around the block waiting for the doors 
to be unlocked.  “The response has been overwhelming and gratifying,” said Courtney.


Why has Plush Boutique been a success at a time when, nationally, brick-and-mortar stores 
are closing?  Courney believes this is due to a number of factors:  uniqueness in that the 
clothing lines they carry are limited to one item per size and are not purchased at Chicago 
markets, so you won’t see many others wearing the same item locally; the clothing is all tagged 
“Plush Boutique” which helps build brand-recognition; a premium on personalized customer 
service; and Courtney and Ryan worked to make the store “a destination.”  When the couple 
took over the building it was stripped out and totally vacant — there wasn’t even a floor down 
on the women’s side.  But this allowed Ryan and Courtney remake the interior literally from the 
ground up.  The store now features wooden flooring, exposed brick walls, and a tin ceiling.  
When asked about opening the business on Charleston’s historic square, an area that has had 
a hard time attracting and retaining retail businesses for decades, Courtney and Ryan said the 
location has worked out well.  But they added that they have had trouble attracting EIU 
students to the store, something they hope to address through the hiring of students and doing 
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more promotion through social media.  And Ryan added that the Square is probably best 
suited for niche markets that strive to be “destinations.”  The most difficult aspect for the duo 
has been cash management — loans, order payments, and accounting for an ever-changing 
inventory now valued at over $75,000.  As to what items are carried, suppliers help them with 
selection based on what’s trending (recognizing that styles in Charleston are often a year or 
two behind those on the coasts), and the staff provides input, but the duo had to admit that 
sometimes it’s “just a total guess” — the staff sometimes bets on how popular an item will be!


Rotary Moment - Letter from RI President Riseley 
President Rich Wandling recommend that all Club members 
take a look at the letter written by RI President Ian Riseley 
that appears in the January 2018 edition of Rotarian 
magazine.  In the letter President Riseley talks about diversity 
as a major cornerstone for the success of Rotary, starting 
from the philosophy of the member classification system, to 
the fact that the more truly a club reflects its community the 
stronger it is.  Rich added that DG Larry Howell has charged 
the district’s clubs with becoming more diverse, especially in 
recruiting more women as members.  After three decades 
since women were first admitted as Rotary members, the 
number of female RI members is only 21%.  An ongoing RI 
leadership theme is to build clubs that reflect the world’s 
diversity in ethnicity, religions, vocations, and gender.


Shares & Cares 

Mike Watts owned up to some recent flubs regarding members’ names in the Club newsletters 
and vowed to do better.  


Announcements 
• President Rich Wandling passed out survey sheets for members to offer their ideas on how to 
address the Club’s budgetary issues and asked that the completed forms be submitted to him 
or Mike Watts in time for discussion planned for the January 23rd Club meeting.  He also 
circulated sign-up sheets for the Duty Roster and Rotary Moments, and announced upcoming 
meeting dates: Comedy Night Planning Committee - Jan. 16, 4pm; Club Board Meeting - Jan. 
12, 7am; Club budget discussion - Jan. 23; Comedy Night performance date - March 23; and 
School Technology Pancake Day fundraiser - March 24.  Since CCAR was unable to get staff to 
the library due to weather conditions, Rich also commended the volunteers who came in early 
to set up the room for the meeting, Bill Lair, the Konrads, and himself, plus members of the 
library staff, and added that help will be needed to reset the room at the close of the meeting.   

• Jonathan McKenzie reported that the first drawing for the 2018 raffle fundraiser will be held 
January 3 by the Mattoon Rotary Club, so members need to get tickets to Jonathan ASAP; he 
reported that about half of the raffle tickets given out for sale still need to be turned in.

NOTE:  For Club members considering making up in Mattoon, Bill Warmoth reports that the 
Mattoon Rotary Club will meet at the Stadium Grill during the month of January.


Soap & Shampoo:  Melanie Mills, Tom Vance (cards)

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Jay Gatrell (again!); pot $169 


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Judi & Karl Konrad; Rafflemeister - Bill Lair; Invocation - 
Jay Gatrell; Fine Master - 2018 rotation pending; Song Leader - Judi Konrad; Soup Stop - 
Rich Wandling;  Home Care Meals - Tim Silence; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordine.




UPCOMING  
January 9 - Joe Judd, Bob’s Bookstore

January 16 - Coach Matthew Bollant, EIU Women's Basketball

January 23 - Club Budget Discussion

January 30 - 5th Tuesday Event (to be announced)

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Hank Davis, Terry Davis, Mary 
Droste, George Edwards, Jay Gatrell, Ken Huckstep, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Judi Konrad, Karl 
Konrad, Bill Lair, Danelle Larson, Jim Littleford, Hal Nordine, Keith Perry, Carlissa Puckett, Foster 
Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Jake Smallhorn, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, 
Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitors: Nancy Newstrom, Emma Davis, 
George Niimi (Hank Davis), Dirk Larsen (Danelle Larson). Makups: Terry Davis (Mattoon). 
Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Trevor Doughty, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, 
Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Herb Lasky, 
Lyla McGuire, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, 
Shawn Seaman.  


