
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 9 January 2018


Joe Judd Talks About Bob’s Bookstore 

Continuing the  Vocational Service theme for January, Bob’s Bookstore co-owner Joe Judd 
talked about why he moved to Charleston from Chicago to open a used bookstore.  Formerly 
the owner of what is now the largest used bookstore in Chicago, Joe retired to a farm in 
Arkansas where he met and married his wife.  Once they had children he and his wife looked 
for a not so rural place to raise their daughters.  Joe holds a BA from Eastern and remembered 
Charleston as a supportive community, so three years ago his family moved here and opened 
Bob’s Bookstore.  Originally located on the square, just about a year ago they moved the store 
to its present location on Lincoln Avenue (where the old Schwinn bike shop was), and about 
the same time added the inventory of the Lincoln Bookshop when Wendy Meyer decided to 
close that business.  Ironically, as Joe pointed out, the Lincoln Bookshop was located on 
Lincoln Avenue when it first opened by Tayna and Leonard Wood decades ago.  And why a 
bookstore?  A lot of people still like to read, and traditional books don’t require hardware, 
platforms, or upgrades. “Books don’t change,” said Joe.  


Judd said that used bookstores are a reflection of their communities.  Each community 
determines what books are in his shops because the books come from the community 
members — “I don’t look for books to sell, they come in to me.” In opening the shop in 
Charleston he thought he would be flooded with young adult books being sold to him by 
college students looking for “beer money.”  But in fact, Harry Potter and similar books are 
some of his best sellers among college students, because, Joe thinks, students have to do so 
much serious reading for their studies.  He has selections in the Charleston store that are 
different from his Chicago store, especially Westerns, because that’s what people here read.  
Another reflection of the community is how the “big room” in both his Charleston stores have 
been used — including poetry readings, music concerts, and a Dungeons and Dragons 
meeting.  These activities where requested by members of the community, whereas Joe’s 
efforts to start a chess club at the store was a non-starter.  But one of Joe’s favorite things 
from his Chicago store has worked well in Charleston too — giving away books to kids for 
Halloween.  When Joe first considered this practice he wasn’t sure that giving books instead of 
candy might not go over so well.  But what happened was just the opposite.  He’s given away 
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thousands of books, many to children who had never owned books before, and has received 
many hugs and thank yous.  Halloween came to be his and his staff’s favorite time of year, with 
kids coming in droves.  Just before he left his Chicago store Joe had a young father bring his 
toddler in at Halloween because he wanted his son to get his first book from Bob, just like he 
did when he was a kid.  And why is Joe’s business named Bob’s Bookstore?  Because Bob is 
his father’s name and his father was a frequent visitor to his Chicago store.


Rotary Moment - Bill Lair on Rotary Youth Exchange 
Bill Lair spoke about his longtime involvement with Rotary Youth Exchange.  The Charleston 
Club hosted its first in-bound in 1978-79 with 31 in-bounds to date, and since 1980-81 has 
sent off 48 out-bounds.  Bill became the father of an out-bound RYE, his daughter Heather, in 
1995, and has held a wide variety of RYE posts for the Club, the District, and for Central States 
including Chair.  Bill said that the rewards for him have been many, most especially seeing the 
maturity and confidence gained by the participating students, with comments like “I’m the 
luckiest kid in the world,” and the gratitude from RYE parents.  He has been continually 
heartened by the openness of the participating teens to suspend judgement and take on 
different cultural perspectives, by the often life-long international friendships engendered by all 
those involved, and by the trust that parents have put in Rotary International, a trust that has 
proved warranted over and over.  One of the most moving examples was of an out-bound girl 
with only one arm how applied when Bill was Chair of Central States.  It was determined that 
Brazil would be the most accepting country, so Bill contacted the RYE officers there; not only 
did all 15 districts say “yes,” but chair from the last district to reply said that they had a club 
member whose daughter had only one arm and his family wanted to be the host family.  Bill 
closed by noting that the Club is looking for RYE host families for 2018-19.  


Shares & Cares 

Doug Abolt announced that he was sad that he has an arm in a sling for a new reason — 
rotator cuff surgery, but glad that is elbow is okay and that daughter Kelsey is engaged!


Announcements 

President Rich Wandling announced that it was Hal Nordine’s birthday, and led the group in a 
chorus of “Happy Birthday.”  He then circulated sign-up sheets for the Duty Roster and Rotary 
Moments; reminded members of upcoming meetings: Comedy Night Planning Committee - 
Jan. 16, 4pm; Club Board Meeting - Jan. 12, 7am; Club budget discussion - Jan. 23, and 



District leadership conference - Jan. 13; and closed asking that any outstanding survey sheets 
on how to address the Club’s budgetary issues be turned into him or Mike Watts.   


Fines 

Fine Master Doug Abolt started out saying that he wasn’t going to be as nice as Bill Lair.  He 
then went to each table asking for answers to questions about the Club, Rotary International, 
or one-armed men (given his current condition).  His strategy seemed to be to keep asking 
questions until all at each table were stumped, and then fine all a dollar each.  But in a fun way.


Soap & Shampoo:  EIU Men’s and Women’s Basket Ball teams (via Doug Bock)

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Amanda Beals; pot $195


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Amanda Beals; Rafflemeister - Granville Colvin; 
Invocation - Bill Lair; Fine Master - You Abolt; Song Leader - Jonathan McKensie; Soup 
Stop - Bill Moore;  Home Care Meals - Keith Perry; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Terry Davis.


UPCOMING  
January 16 - Coach Matthew Bollant, EIU Women's Basketball

January 23 - Club Budget Discussion

January 30 - 5th Tuesday Event (to be announced)

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, Ken 
Huckstep, Rick Hunt, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Jonathan McKenzie, Hal 
Nordine, Keith Perry, Carlissa Puckett, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Jake Smallhorn, Todd 
Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Visitors: Ashly Temple, Jake Thomas 
(Slince), Sandy Small Horne (Smallhorne), Barbara Nordine (Nordine), RYE Amanda Aedo and host sister 
Jill Oetting. Makups: Rick Hunt, Tim Gover and Terry Davis (Mattoon), Carlissa Puackett (eClub One). 
Missed:  Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, Darci Duzan, 
Chuck Eberly, George Edwards, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Mary Herrington-Perry, 
Jeff Hudson, Vaughn Jaenike, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Lyla McGuire, Melanie 
Mills, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Shawn Seaman, 
Tom Vance.  


