
	 


  Meeting Newsletter for 27 February 2018


Tom Vance - Illinois Amish Heritage Center Update 

Club member Tom Vance gave an overview and update on the Illinois Amish Heritage Center, 
for which Tom serves as the Historic Consultant.  Begun in 1995 as the Illinois Amish 
Interpretive Center in Arthur, the entity was renamed the Illinois Amish Museum when it moved 
to Rockome Gardens in 2010.  In 2014 the Museum embarked on a plan to move two Amish 
houses to Rockhome to create a living history Amish village.  For this effort the group raised 
$102,000 and planned on applying for a state grant to help fund the project.  But that same 
year the state discontinued the grant program and Rockhome Gardens was sold, so the 
organization began looking for a new site.  In 2016, using some of funding raised earlier, a five 
acre site a mile west of Chesterville was acquired, the two Amish homes were stabilized and 
moved to the site, and the organization was reborn as the Illinois Amish Heritage Center.  
Inspired by an historic house-moving done in the northeast, a board member suggested using 
Amish draft horses to move the Amish houses.  The move was a sensation, resulting in a big 
audience for the move, national video coverage, and attracting positive public attention. 


The new development plan is broken down into four phases and a current fundraising goal of 
$1.7 million.  An outside consultant has been contracted for fundraising with about $900,000 in 
pledges to date.  The two houses to be restored are those of Moses Yoder, the first Amish 
house built in Illinois (1865), and the 1882 Daniel Schrock house.  The Schrock house is nearly 
restored and is to serve as the interim visitor center until a contemporary museum is built.  
Eventually the Schrock house will serve as an education and conference center, and be used to 
serve Amish dinners and as a bed & breakfast.  Tours of the house were given during the steam 
threshing event held in July of 2017, and Owen Schrock, who once lived in the house, was on 
hand to help Tom with the tours.  Twenty acres of wheat were planted for the event, and were 
cut with horse-drawn teams.  During the Schrock restoration it was discovered that the exterior 
was originally painted gray and the interior was painted in bright colors.  True to many Amish 
homes, some interior first floor walls are hinged to allow opening up for religious services, but 
distinctive to the Schrock house is its two-story porch.  Because of its deteriorated condition, 
the Yoder house will be more costly and take longer to restore as a part of the current Phase II.  
Eventually the Heritage Center is to include at least three more restored buildings —  the Yoder 
workshop, the Helmuth House, and the Miller Amish German School, with the Yoder buildings  
replicating an an early period working Amish farm.  For more information see online at: 
www.illinoisamish.org.  
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Rotary Moment - Bill Lair  
Bill Lair opened by stating that if you are getting tired of hearing 
from him you need to get involved with the District to create 
Rotary Moments of your own to report.  In this case the Rotary 
Moment recounted by Bill had to do with his daughter, Heather.  
While serving as a camp councilor in Colorado Heather broke 
out in a rash.  She suffered other break-outs during times of 
stress, but the cause was indeterminate.  As a high school 
student Heather was a Rotary Youth Exchange student in 
Colombia.  Years later she returned to Colombia to teach 
English.  When she was an RYE Heather’s host family had 
arranged a party to welcome her into their home.  During the 
party the air conditioner went out and her host father went onto 
the roof to try to fixed the problem, but was electrocuted and 

died.  When Heather returned as a teacher her former host mother again arranged a party in 
her honor and invited Heather to stay the night.  Heather reported to Bill and Cheryl that her 
sleep at her former host mother’s home was the most peaceful she’d had in years, and realized 
that all those years between visits she’d been carrying the feeling that she should have done 
something upon the death of her host father.  But upon revisiting her host mother that feeling 
ended, as did her rash outbreaks.


Announcements 

President Rich Wandling circulated the Duty Roster for March with the open dates highlighted.  
He also announced dates for upcoming activities: Rural/Urban Day - noon, March 12, Sarah 
Bush Lincoln Health Center Education Center, and passed around the sign up sheet; no noon 
meeting March 13th; Comedy Night - 7pm, March 23rd, EIU’s Doudna Fine Arts Center; the 
Rotary Pancake Day fundraiser - 6:30am-2pm, March 24th, Charleston Middle School; and a 
Club board meeting on March 9th.  Mike Watts asked for help in contacting members of the 
Charleston American Legion Post to see if they do in fact have a big electric griddle that the 
Club might borrow for the March 24th Pancake Day; if not smaller electric griddles will be used.  
He also stated he has tickets for members who have not yet picked up theirs for Pancake Day 
or Comedy Night, and asked for ticket money to be turned into him for either event.


Shares & Cares 
Bill Lair shared about a great moment that occurred at the recent Charleston High School boy’s 
basketball game with Mount Zion.  The teams arranged for CHS team assistant Jimmy Perlich 
to join the team on court at the end of the game and take a shot.  Jimmy took the pass and 
drained a 3-pointer, which elicited a 5 minute standing ovation from the crowd, and a typically 
enthusiastic response from Jimmy.  Jimmy has Down syndrome, and after serving as the 
team's manager for the past two seasons, the team and coach Mayhall decided on senior night 
for Peterlich to join the lineup for the first time. (To see the video log onto: https://
www.facebook.com/quinton.combs/videos/10102871408696062/ ). Granville Colvin reported 
that mother Danielle and baby Mack are doing fine.  Tim Silence paid for a non-“bitching buck” 
to share that it was Jake Thomas’ birthday and led the Club in a chorus of “Happy Birthday.” 


Soap & Shampoo: none this week

Triple Treat Raffle Winner:  Rich Wandling; pot - $414

The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Jake Thomas; Rafflemeister - Bob Wiseman; Invocation - 
Lyla McGuire; Song Leader - Judi Konrad; Soup Stop - Tim Silence;  Home Care Meals - 
George Edwards; HOPE Shelter Delivery - Hal Nordin.


https://www.facebook.com/quinton.combs/videos/10102871408696062/
https://www.facebook.com/quinton.combs/videos/10102871408696062/


UPCOMING  
March 6 - Curt Buescher, Charleston Public Works Director 

March 12 (Monday) - Rural/Urban Day, noon, 

	 SBLHC Education Center (RSVP required)

March 13 - No noon meeting due to Rural/Urban Day

March 20 - Chris Strohl, Community Outreach Director, 

	 Lake Land College

March 23 - Rotary Comedy Night

March 24 - Rotary Pancake Day

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
Attending:  Doug Abolt, Doug Bock, Granville Colvin, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, George Edwards, 
Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Jim Littleford, Lyla McGuire, Bill Moore, Hal Nordin, Alice 
Shonk, Tim Silence, Ashely Temple, Jacob Thomas, Tom Vance, Todd Vilardo, Rich Wandling, Bill 
Warmoth, Mike Watts, Bob Wiseman.  Makups: Gover (Mattoon).  Visitor: Tad O (Colvin). 
Missed:  Amanda Beals, Jerrald Bennet, Cal Campbell, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor 
Doughty, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Mary 
Herrington-Perry, Ken Huckstep, Jeff Hudson, Rick Hunt, Vaughn Jaenike, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle 
Larson, Herb Lasky, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Deb Muller, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, 
Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Foster Rinefort, Jean Rinefort, Eli Sidwell, Jake Smallhorn. 


