
	 


Meeting Newsletter for 15 August 2017


Charleston Carnegie Public Library Director Chris 
Houchens Talks About Summer Reads Program 

Charleston Carnegie 
Public Library 
Director Chris 
Houchens gave a 
presentation about 
the Library’s Reading 
by Design Summer 
Reads program.  The 
eight-week program, 
open to to all ages 
— babies, kids, 
teens, adults, and 
seniors —  was 
designed to 
encourage summer 
reading.  Participants 
earned points toward 
prizes provided by a 
wide array of 
community donors.  


This summer participants racked up over 9,000 hours of reading, of which 7,000 were by 
children.  A sticker wall mural in the Kid’s Space is a graphic representation of all of the 
participating children who received prizes.  In total, 693 people took part in 28 programs, with 
many of the kids’ activities meeting more than once.


Most of the programs were designed by Library staff members Beth Lugar and Julie Viertel, but 
all staff members were encouraged to contribute ideas, original or “borrowed.”  The more 
popular children’s activities included: “Drive-In Movie” with kids making cardboard box “cars” 
and then “driving” to see a movie in the Library; and “Mini-Golf in the Stacks” with kid-
designed holes and participants voting for their favorite (“Captain Underpants”).  The henna-
dye “tattoos” program “Mehendi for Teens” was a hit for that age group.   Adults enjoyed 
making terrariums taught by members of the Master Gardeners, and outings to Douglas-Hart 
Nature Center and Lake Charleston Trails.  Douglas-Hart co-sponsored the “Wonderful Wings” 
and “Wild by Design” activities, and Library Science practicum students presented “Build Your 
Own Journal” as a badge activity for Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts.  


Houchens concluded by noting that the Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services grant 
program is not included current administration’s budget proposal.  Last year the IMLS was 
appropriated $155 million, with $5.5 million going to help Illinois libraries around the state, both 
directly and indirectly.  Houchens urged Club members to contact their U.S. congressman and 
senators If any see a problem with the IMLS elimination.  Houchens said that he didn’t want to 
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get political, but that he loves libraries — all libraries — and felt obligated to mention this.  
Houchens added that he loves his new job as the director of the Charleston Carnegie Public 
Library, and was glad to be back — he served as a clerk while working on his degree at EIU.


Rotary Moment




Doug Bock recounted two Rotary Moments.  
Bock noted that all who have done home 
meal deliveries know that the recipients 
don’t have much and are grateful for both 
the meals and the human contact.  In the 
early days of home meal deliveries Club 
members often went in pairs to deliver what 
was then Meals on Wheels.  On one trip 
Bock went with Melanie Mills, who had 
recently joined the Club.  At one home Mills 
took the meal up to the house and was gone 
for an unusually long time.  When she got 
back to the car she told Bock that the 
women there had offered to share her meal 
with Mills.  Mills noted that she declined but 
spent a little extra time there.  And Bock also 
recounted a time he was visiting Clarksville, 
Tennessee, for a meeting.  As he almost 
always does, at the motel where he was 
staying Bock asked at the desk if they had 
soap and shampoo that they could spare for the Club’s Veterans Home program.  The clerk 
asked him to wait.  After a few minutes she returned to the counter with two big boxes and told 
Bock, with tears in her eyes, “I wish someone would have done this for me when I needed it.”


Announcements 

President Rich Wandling announced that: 

• there are still gaps in the Duty Roster for August and September, and in the Rotary Moments 

schedule, and asked for volunteers to sign up; 

• a Rotary Leadership Institute will be August 19th at Richland Community College, Decatur;

• the joint Rotary Zone/District Conference will be September 9th & 10th in Springfield; 

• a meeting with representatives of the Mattoon Rotary Club to discuss establishing a Rotaract 

Club is pending; 

• Mike Watts has called for a brief meeting of the Charleston Rotary Charitable Foundation to 

be held after the meeting regarding the District Grant application budget; 

• a group photograph of Club board members will be taken immediately following the meeting.


By email, Granville Colvin reported that the Community Services blood drive, scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 29th at the Charleston Carnegie Public Library parking lot, will be held 1pm to 
4:15pm. Sign-up slots are in 10 minute increments starting at 1:10pm.  Contact Colvin 
(granville.colvin@edwardjones.com) to sign up or to get a flyer to post to promote the event.


Brags


Colvin announced that the Edgar County Shrine Club raised over $30,000 last weekend for the 
Shrine Childrens Hospital in St. Louis.
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Bill Lair announced that he and Mary Droste share a 
birthdate — the day before the meeting — so they 
collaborated to provide Cub and Cards cookies to celebrate 
with the Club.


Lair bragged on the picnic for In-bound RYE Amanda held 
last Friday by her host family, the Sipes, the CHS cross-
country teams, and the Club (as reported last week).


And Lair announced that the Run For The Fallen will be 
Saturday, August 19th, 7am-1pm at the CHS track to honor 
the Illinois service men and women who have died in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  All are invited to run or walk in the event.


Soap & Shampoo Donation:  Rick Hunt and Danelle Larson (with help from family).

Triple Treat Raffle Winner: Rich Wandling — again! (pot now $227). 

Raffle Drawing Winner:  Whitney Lebron (sold by Alice Shonk).


The Week’s Volunteers 

Greeter - Granville Colvin; Rafflemeister - Bill Lair; Invocation - Jean Rinefort;  Song Leader 
- Terry Davis;  Soup Stop Delivery - Bill Lair;  Home Care Meals - Melanie Mills; HOPE 
Shelter Delivery - Terry Davis.


UPCOMING  
August 22 - Gentleman Farmer Terry Davis on chickens

August 29 - NO NOON MEETING; 

                    Community Blood Services Blood Drive 	
	         1-4:15pm in the Library parking lot; 

                    5th Tuesday Social 5:30pm at The Brickhouse


CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Attending:  Doug Bock, Cal Campbell, Granville Colvin, Jane Dawson, Terry Davis, Mary Droste, 
Garry Ernst, Bill Furry, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Bill Lair, Danelle 
Larson, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, Hal Nordine, Jean Rinefort, Foster Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli 
Sidwell, Tim Silence, Jacob Smallhorn, Tom Vance, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike Watts. 
Makeups: Judi Konrad and Karl Konrad (Laramie, WY), Danelle Larson (eClub 1). 

Missed:  Doug Abolt, Lori Banks, Jerrald Bennet, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Trevor Doughty, 
Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, George Edwards, Rob Fears, Mary Herrington-Perry, Ken Huckstep, Jeff 
Hudson, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Herb Lasky, Jim Littleford, Jonathan McKenzie, Bill Moore, Deb 
Muller, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Shawn Seaman, David Sprigg, Bob 
Wiseman,  

Visitors:  Jan Larson (Danelle Larson), Amanda Beals (Mary Droste). 


