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Terry Davis: “How Chickens Have Come Into My Life 
Charleston Rotary Club member 
Terry Davis regaled the Club with 
his experiences in becoming a 
gentleman chicken rancher.  
Terry’s chicken saga began when a 
recently arrived next-door 
neighbor, who previously lived in 
California, suggested they go in 
together as chicken ranchers.  The 
neighbor purchased chicks from 
Rural King and raised them in his 
basement.  While the chicks were 
growing into chickens, Terry 
converted his doghouse into a 
coop and constructed a chicken 
run.  The then-grown chickens 
were moved outside.  Over the first 
year Terry’s original 9 chickens fell 
victim to predatory critters — 
raccoons, fox, weasels, and dogs. 
(Terry noted you can tell the 
perpetrator by the “crime scene” 
since each has a distinctive way to 
dispatch the victims.)  


Terry replaced the brood, and the coop and run 
were expanded and improved into his current Chic 
Mahal.  Most notably, the coop’s 8’ high fence is 
now double-layer chicken wire and buried 6” into 
the ground to subvert the predators, and connects 
with the vegetable garden.    Terry said he keeps 
chickens for the eggs.  Each hen lays about 5 
eggs per week.  Since this is more than Terry can 
keep up with he gives away the extra eggs, and 
every week a dozen goes to his daughter’s 
boyfriend (which Terry refers to as “her dowery”).  
Although he feeds his chickens, they are 
considered “free range” since they roam the coop 
and garden, and eat other things, like bugs, and 
small pebbles needed for their digestive process.  
He likes knowing his eggs are free of hormones 
and antibiotics, and Terry says they taste better, 
with yolks that are a deep orange color.  
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He enjoys having chickens but noted they are messy and you have to be consigned to clean 
up wherever they’ve been.  But their droppings make great garden fertilizer.  Terry can keep 
chickens since he lives outside the city limits.  Although the number of towns and cities that 
allow residents to keep chickens is growing, so far Charleston is not a part of the trend.


For would-be chicken ranchers, Terry provide some basic information.  There are hundreds of 
types of chickens, some are better for their eggs and others for their meat.  You don’t need a 
rooster unless you want to raise your own chicks, but he finds it much easier to buy his chicks 
at Rural King.  Chickens start laying at about 6 months, lay the most their first year (about 240), 
fewer the second year, and stop in their third year.  Different chickens lay different colored eggs 
— brown, pink, speckled are the colors Terry gets.  But he says they all taste about the same.


Rotary Moment


For the week’s Rotary Moment President Rich 
Wandling suggested that members take a look at the 
RI Discussion Groups online.  They show the 
international character of Rotary and the range of 
issues Rotarians face from throughout the world.  
Through “My Groups” there are many different 
interest groups that provide a way to be engaged. 


Announcements 

One last time Wandling announced that he was 
passing around sign-up sheets for the Club’s 
avenues of service committees and for joining the 
weekly meals deliveries volunteer corps.  He also 
passed around the September Duty Roster and the 
Rotary Moments schedule for members to volunteer.  
And he reminded members of the 5th Tuesday social 
at the Brickhouse next Tuesday, of the Community 
Services Blood Drive, also on August 29th, and that 
there will be no noon meeting next week.  


Coming up is the joint Rotary Zone/District Conference September 9th & 10th in Springfield, 
with the housing deadline of August 23rd and the registration deadline of August 29th.  A 
meeting with representatives of the Mattoon Rotary Club to discuss establishing a county 
Rotaract Club is coming up, with Wandling, Danelle Larson, and Mike Watts attending.




Bill Warmoth took a moment to note that one hundred years 
ago the first group of draftees from Coles County was called 
up for World War One.  A memorial on the Coles County 
Courthouse grounds lists the 21 servicemen from the county 
who died during The Great War, including Paul R. McVey.  
Although the U.S. didn’t enter the war until 1917, McVey died 
in 1916 as a member of the Canadian Infantry, the first from 
Coles County to die.  Like the more famous Lafayette 
Escadrille flyers, McVey was among hundreds of men from the 
U.S. who volunteered to fight in the service of other countries 
before America’s entry into the war.




Brags


Granville Colvin announced also reminded members abound the Community Blood Services 
blood drive on Tuesday, August 29th in the Charleston Carnegie Public Library parking lot, 1pm 
to 4:15pm. He passed around a sign-up sheet, with slots in 10 minute increments.  The goal is 
for a minimum of 10 Club members to donate blood, and non-members are also welcome.  For 
more information contact Colvin at granville.colvin@edwardjones.com or (217) 822-3425.


Foster Rinefort bragged about being interviewed for the JG-TC article about the solar eclipse 
activities at EIU.  But he said that he was misquoted in saying that the eclipse was the most 
exciting thing in Charleston — he joked that the paper omitted him saying “besides Rotary.”


Soap & Shampoo Donation:  None this week.

Triple Treat Raffle Winner: Hal Nordine (pot now $249). 

Raffle Drawing Winner:  Stephen M. Kite (“sold by” was blank).


The Week’s Volunteers 

Greeter - Mike Watts; Rafflemeister - Granville Colvin; Invocation - Bill Lair;  Song Leader - 
Jean Rinefort;  Soup Stop Delivery - Rich Wandling;  Home Care Meals - Tim Silence; HOPE 
Shelter Delivery - Ken Huckstep.


UPCOMING  
August 29 - NO NOON MEETING; 

                    Community Blood Services Blood Drive 

	         1-4:15pm in the Library parking lot; 

                    5th Tuesday Social 5:30pm at The Brickhouse

September 5 - Liz Gunty, Greater Illinois Alzheimer's 
Association

September 12- Melissa McDaniel , Habitat for Humanity 

CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Attending:  Doug Bock, Cal Campbell, Granville Colvin, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Terry 
Davis, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Bill Furry, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Danelle Larson, Jim 
Littleford, Lyla McGuire, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Hal Nordine, Keith Perry, Foster Rinefort, Jean 
Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, Tom Vance, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Mike 
Watts. Makeups: Judi Konrad and Karl Konrad (Laramie, WY), Carlissa Puckett (eClub 1). 

Missed:  Doug Abolt, Lori Banks, Jerrald Bennet, Trevor Doughty, Mary Droste, Darci Duzan, 
Chuck Eberly, George Edwards, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Bill Furry, Regis Gilman, Tim Gover, Mary 
Herrington-Perry, Jeff Hudson, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Bill Lair, Herb Lasky, Jonathan 
McKenzie, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, Shawn Seaman, Jacob Smallhorn, David 
Sprigg, Bob Wiseman,  

Visitors:  Amanda Beals (Craig Cunningham). 
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