
	 


Meeting Newsletter for 19 September 2017


RYE Rebound Amara Griffin Tells of Her Year in Japan 

Amara Griffin spent the 2016-17 academic year as a Rotary Youth Exchange outbound student 
in and around Nagasaki, Japan.  During her time in Japan Amara stayed with four different host 
families.  Throughout her stay she was able to attend the same school, a Catholic high school 
for girls.  A sister from Amara’s third host family and two host sisters from her fourth host family 
also attended the same school.  The Japanese students were very welcoming — “they love 
American culture and are excited to have exchange students.”  At her school the students stay 
in the same room and the teachers rotate.  Each school day ends with the all of students 
participating in cleaning the school building.  Her school experiences included presenting a 
traditional dance program as part of a fall festival shortly after arriving, and wearing a kimono.  
(Amara would love to own a kimono but there are very expensive.). Many of her schoolmates 
had been to other countries, and two of Amara’s school friends are now in the U.S.  Her school 
experience was great fun — the students were always laughing and playing games.  In Japan 
the new school year starts in April, and at Amara’s school the new academic year started with 
a four mile hike up and back a nearby mountain for a festival.  With one host family Amara was 
close enough to walk to school, but at another she had to take an hour bus ride each way.


Amara’s first host mother taught English and liked to practice with Amara which made the 
transition into Japanese culture easier.  But this may have set back Amara’s mastering of the 
Japanese language at bit; she didn’t become fluent until January.  Her first host mother liked to 
take Amara shopping.  She also took her to the Nagasaki bomb site and Peace Park, both of  
which Amara found very moving.  Amara’s second host family had three sisters, and Amara 
celebrated her birthday with them.  With her third host family Amara lived with her host mother 
and sister in a tiny apartment, rather then the family’s home in Nagasaki.  As a teacher Amara’s 
host mother was rotated to a school near the apartment periodically, but her host father stayed 
at the family home because his restaurant was nearby.  Her last host family lived near the 
shoreline, which Amanda found to be a beautiful setting.  Amara said that she loves Japanese 
culture, which she thinks helped her to adapt quickly.  But she had trouble mastering 
chopsticks and had to start with a kid-sized set.


(Note:  2016-17 RYE rebounds Amara Griffin and Tanner Gray had to trade program dates at 
the last minute.  As Bill Lair said, “Blessed are the flexible.”)
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Former RYE Inbound Sophie Muurholm  Visits 
Sophie Muurholm from Denmark, the RYE Inbound from four 
years ago, was in Charleston for a short visit to see her former 
host parents, the Metzgers.  She thanked the Club for her 
“amazing opportunity” as an RYE student.   Bill Lair joked that he 
thought Sophie came here to buy shoes since she left with a 
suitcase almost full of them.  Sophie recently graduated from high 
school.


Rotary Moment  
Granville Colvin said that being a part of Rotary is a family thing — 
both his father and brother are members of the Paris, IL club and he 
grew up helping out.  It was “an expectation that you give back.”  As 
a member of the Charleston Rotary Club Granville said that it’s been 
especially rewarding to be the mentor for the CHS Interact Club and 
see all of the projects the young people have taken on.  And Granville 
said he was honored when he was named the District’s New Rotarian 
of the Year but joked that “I must have been the only candidate.” 


Brags 
Melanie Mills announced that the Excellence in Education Foundation is again holding its 
Homecoming Happening fundraiser on October 8th.  Held every three years, ticket sales for the 
event builds up the funding for grants given to teachers to improve instruction.  This year’s 
program is “Dancing with Your Stars” and tickets are available from Melanie and all other EEF 
board members.  Melanie reminded everyone that for the last two years grants from the EEF 
have helped to fund the Club’s major projects of providing new technologies for the schools.


Mary Droste bragged on: Jay Gatrell’s recent appearance on WEIU’s “Issues and Answers,” 
and added that we’re all glad Jay is now at Eastern; on Tim Gover for being mentioned in a 
recent JG-TC “Fifty Years Ago” column; and on Rainer Moore’s great soccer playing.


Terry Davis paid what he called a “dollar of shame” for forgetting to make the Homeless Shelter 
food run after last week’s meeting.


Announcements 
President Rich Wandling passed around October sign-up sheets the Duty Roster and the 
Rotary Moment.  He announced that the EIU Homecoming Pancake Breakfast Committee 
would meet at 4pm in Rick Hunt’s office, and the ad hoc Club budget committee was meeting 
on Friday at 7am at What’s Cookin’.  He then presented a Club scholarship award to EIU 
student Payton Foster, and noted that a second scholarship recipient, Addison Bayer, would be 
present at the close of the meeting due to her class schedule.


Soap & Shampoo Donation:  the Sipes family (via Bill Lair) and Tom Vance (cards)

Triple Treat Raffle Winner: Mike Watts; pot now $358 

Raffle Drawing Winner:  Coalition for People in Need (sold and bought by Tim Silence)




The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Eli Sidwell; Rafflemeister - Jean Rinefort; Invocation - 
George Edwards; Song Leader - Terry Davis; Rotary Moment - Rick Hunt; Soup Stop - 
Melanie Mills;  Home Care Meals - Rick Hunt; Homeless Shelter - Hal Nordin.


UPCOMING  
September 26 - RYE Rebound Tanner Gray (Brazil)

October 3 - Dr. David Glassman reports on EIU

October 10 - Blaze Bernardi, Illinois State Treasurer's Office

October 17- Kathy Haubecker, Life's Journey Senior Living

October 31 - 5th Tuesday Halloween Party-No Noon Meeting


RYE Inbound Amanda Aedo (Chile), former Inbound Sophie Muurholm  (Denmark), CHS 
Interact member Natalie Gordon, and Rebounds Tanner Gray (Brazil) and Amara Griffin (Japan).


CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Attending:  Doug Abolt, Doug Bock, Cal Campbell, Granville Colvin, Craig Cunningham, Terry 
Davis, Trevor Doughty, Mary Droste, George Edwards, Garry Ernst, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim 
Gover, Ken Huckstep, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, Bill Lair, Lyla McGuire, Melanie Mills, Bill 
Moore, Hal Nordine, Carlissa Puckett, Jean Rinefort, Foster Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Jacob Smallhorn, 
Tom Vance, Mike Watts, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth. Makeups: Carissa Puckett & Danelle Larson 
(eClub 1). 

Missed:  Lori Banks, Jerrald Bennet, Hank Davis, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, Bill Furry, Mary 
Herrington-Perry, Jeff Hudson, Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Danelle Larson, Herb Lasky, Jim 
Littleford, Jonathan McKenzie, Deb Muller, Keith Perry, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Shawn Seaman, 
Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, David Sprigg, Bob Wiseman.  

Visitors: RYEs Amanda Aedo, Sophie Muurholm, Tanner Gray, Amara Griffin; CHS Interact Natalie 
Gordon; Jobe & Josie Griffin. 



Charleston Rotary Club EIU Scholarship recipients: (left) Payton Foster -- senior Family and 
Consumer Sciences major; (right) Addison Bayer with her parents-- first year Music major.


Zones 30-31 Joint Conference Speeches 
The Rotary International Zones 30-31 website has videos of the major speeches at the recent 
zone institute; the URL is: http://www.rizones30-31.org/institute/rotary-institute-2017/
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