
	 


Meeting Newsletter for 26 September 2017


RYE Rebound Tanner Gray Recounts His Year in Brazil 

Tanner Gray presented a month-by-month slide 
show of his 2016-17 year as a Rotary Youth 
Exchange outbound student in San Paulo, Brazil.  
His year started in August when his first host family 
met him at the airport and took him directly to an 

RYE meeting at a park — a memorable ride because Tanner got sick on the way.  But this was 
not an omen for the year to come, nor was  having his phone stolen in broad daylight.  Tanner 
had a great year filled with many fun adventures.  Highlights included two RYE group trips.  
One was a 30 day trip to visit cities and beaches throughout Brazil.  On this trip Tanner got to 
surf, scuba dive, ride a dune buggy and ride a horse.  (And he got sick again, and experienced 
time in a Brazilian hospital, but this didn’t spoil the trip.)  The other a trip was to the Amazon 
rain forest where the participants slept in hammocks, interacted with all forms of wildlife, and 
ended the trip by planting a tree.  Other highlights from Tanner’s year in Brazil were attending a 
Justin Bieber concert, an Ed Sheeran concert, and Lollapalooza-Brazil.


Tanner did find time to attend school, a Catholic high school where all students wear a uniform.  
For fun some members of Tanner’s class decided to wear their PJs to school, including Tanner, 
but this didn’t go over so well with the school administrators, and no new attire tradition was 
set.  Tanner was on a swim team, which was very different than in the U.S. because the meets 
were held swimming in the ocean.   School required a Metro bus ride to and from, with the 
school day going from 7am to 12:30pm, so lunch was not served at school.  The students 
stayed in the same room throughout the day, with the teachers rotating in and out for different 
subjects.  The classmates Tanner started with graduated in December, so Tanner was shifted to 
another class for the rest of his RYE year.  And some days school was cancelled when political 
protests shut down the Metro system.  In fact, Tanner’s second of four host families took him to 
a protest, one of a series of protests denouncing corruption in the government of President 
Dilma Rousseff, who was impeached in 2016.  That same host family also put on a barbecue 
for the RYEs.  When asked if he would go back, Tanner said that he may to go to college in 
Brazil.  When asked about returning to Charleston after living in the world’s third largest city, 
Tanner replied that “life in small Charleston has been hard to adjust to” —  there was just so 
much to do all of the time in San Paulo.  Tanner closed by presented a banner from his host 
San Paulo Rotary Club to Charleston Club President Rich Wandling.
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New Member Induction -  
Amanda Beals 

Former DG Tim Gover, assisted by District 
Board member Mary Droste, President 
Wandling, and sponsor Craig Cunningham, 
inducted Amanda Beals as the newest 
member of the Charleston Rotary Club.  
Amanda is already known to the members 
since she served the Club lunch as an 
employee of What’s Cookin’ while she 
attended EIU.  Amanda now works as a 
financial advisor for Well Fargo in Charleston.


Brags 
Melanie Mills again announced that the Excellence in Education Foundation is holding its 
Homecoming Happening fundraiser on October 8th.  Held every three years, ticket sales go to 
the build the Foundation’s coffers to fund grants to the schools  At the event CHS alumni, and 
former teachers and administrators will be honored.  Melanie has tickets for anyone interested.


Announcements 
President Rich Wandling passed around the October Duty Roster with openings for next 
week’s meeting highlighted.  He announced that the EIU Homecoming Pancake Breakfast 
Committee met last week, and plans are well underway, with Jay Gatrell proposing some new 
ways to involve EIU. Tickets will be available soon for members to sell.   President Wandling 
also announced that the ad hoc budget committee met last week and had some good ideas 
that will be brought to the board.  And sometime soon he and Treasurer Alice Shonk will make 
a presentation to the Club regarding this year’s budget and Club finances.  Rich also said that 
due to class schedule conflicts, he will be presenting the checks to the two remaining EIU Club 
scholarship recipients, Devon Lawson and Cole Hoover, on the EIU campus later this week, 
and will try to get photographs with the Rotary banner as the backdrop.  He added that he 
received a nice thank-you letter on behalf of the Club from one of last week’s scholarship 
recipients, Peyton Foster.


Charleston High School Interact Club advisor Cara Wheeler joined the 
meeting late, explaining that with 180 students this year her schedule 
makes it difficult to get to the meetings on time, but will slip in when 
she can.  (CHS Principal Trevor Doughty responded that “We’re just 
trying to give the taxpayers’ their money’s worth.”). Cara reported that 
the year is off to a good start with some great officers elected.  Already 
the CHS Interacters have done a Change Drive for St. Jude’s and are 
planning an event with two other CHS groups as a show of support for 
Mattoon High School in the wake of their recent school shooting.  The 
Interact Club is again selling t-shirts as a fundraiser and a sign-up 
sheet was passed around to take orders.


Bill Lair announced that the Club has no RYE Outbounds this year, and that no CHS students 
have applied to be Outbounds for next year, but there is still time to apply.  He encouraged 
Club members to spread the word and to get in touch with him as soon as possible regarding 
any possible RYE applicants, since the application deadline is coming soon.






Soap & Shampoo Donation: none

Triple Treat Raffle Winner: Jake Smallhorn; pot 
now $382 

Raffle Drawing Winner:  Jeff Hudson (sold by Jeff 
Hudson)


The Week’s Volunteers:  Greeter - Craig 
Cunningham; Rafflemeister - Alice Shonk & Lyle 
McGuire; Invocation - Mary Droste; Song Leader 
- Jonathan McKinzie; Soup Stop - Bill Lair;  Home 
Care Meals - George Edwards; Homeless Shelter 
Delivery - Hal Nordin.


Shown at right:  EIU scholarship recipient Devanne 
Lawson, a junior in Early Childhood Education.


UPCOMING  
October 3 - Dr. David Glassman reports on EIU

October 10 - Blaze Bernardi, Illinois State Treasurer's Office

October 17- Kathy Haubecker, Life's Journey Senior Living

October 31 - 5th Tuesday Halloween Party-No Noon Meeting


CHARLESTON ROTARY CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

Attending:  Doug Abolt, Amanda Beals, Granville Colvin, Craig Cunningham, Hank Davis, Terry 
Davis, Trevor Doughty, Mary Droste, Rob Fears, Jay Gatrell, Tim Gover, Ken Huckstep, Bill Lair, 
Danelle Larson, Lyla McGuire, Jonathan McKenzie, Melanie Mills, Bill Moore, Deb Muller, Hal 
Nordine, Keith Perry, Jean Rinefort, Foster Rinefort, Alice Shonk, Jacob Smallhorn, Tom Vance, 
Mike Watts, Rich Wandling, Bill Warmoth, Bob Wiseman. 

Missed:  Lori Banks, Jerrald Bennet, Doug Bock, Cal Campbell, Darci Duzan, Chuck Eberly, George 
Edwards, Garry Ernst, Bill Furry, Mary Herrington-Perry, Jeff Hudson, Rick Hunt, Ebi Karbassioon, 
Judi Konrad, Karl Konrad, Herb Lasky, Jim Littleford, Dennis Pluard, Tom Porter, Carlissa Puckett, 
Shawn Seaman, Eli Sidwell, Tim Silence, David Sprigg.  

Visitors: RYEs Amanda Aedo, Tanner Gray, Amara Griffin; CHS Interact Advisor/Honorary Club 
Member Cara Wheeler; Tanner’s parents Cathy & Steven Johnson; Derek Hanning (Lair). 


